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How We Work
Forward Theater’s unique, three-branch organizational structure reflects our 
commitments to transparent communication and preserving the balance between 
the artistic choices and financial health of the company.
 
The first branch is the administrative staff, executing the daily operations of our 
theater. The second branch is the Board of Directors, responsible for financial and 
operational oversight. The third branch is the Advisory Company, made up of local 
professional theater artists, overseeing FTC’s short- and long-term artistic plans.

Our bylaws have mandated paths of communication between these three branches 
and a system of checks and balances to keep FTC strong, focused on our artistic role 
in the community, and fiscally responsible.
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FROM THE D IRECTOR…JEN UPHOFF GR AY

Welcome to Forward Theater’s 18th season, and our Wisconsin premiere of this new 
adaptation of Gaslight.

Honestly, it’s difficult in 2026 to remember that before Patrick Hamilton’s original 1938 
stage play Gaslight we didn’t have this term in our vocabulary to describe an all-too-
common type of human manipulation:

gas·light·ing [Merriam-Webster]
psychological manipulation of a person usually over an extended period of time 
that causes the victim to question the validity of their own thoughts, perception 
of reality, or memories and typically leads to confusion, loss of confidence and 
self-esteem, uncertainty of one’s emotional or mental stability, and a dependency 
on the perpetrator 

Now Steven Dietz has given us a new version of the classic play – keeping all the Gilded-
Age atmosphere and psychological suspense of the past versions, while allowing the 
story to resonate even more powerfully in our present. I hope this production will give 
you some enjoyable thrills as you sit in the Playhouse, as well as a few insights into 
human behavior to contemplate in the days afterwards.

As always, we look forward to hearing from you through your questions at our nightly 
talkbacks, your social media posts (we’re so grateful when you help spread the word 
about our productions!), and your emails to us about your theater-going experience. We 
do this for you.  

And to everyone here in the Playhouse right now, we thank you for choosing to spend 
this time with us.  
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A CLOSER LOOK…ADVISORY COMPANY MEMBER MIKE F ISCHER

Take Back the Night
By Mike Fischer

“I sometimes fancy that in my condition if I had less opposition and more society and 
stimulus – but John says the very worst thing I can do is to think about my condition, and 
I confess it always makes me feel bad.” 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Yellow Wall-Paper (1892)

Used as a verb, “gaslight” – the protracted psychological manipulation and isolation of 
a person that leads her to doubt her own reality and mental stability while becoming 
dependent on the perpetrator – only entered the language in 1938, thanks to the play 
you’re about to see. Playwright Patrick Hamilton’s 1938 thriller is set in the 1880s, but 
there’s a reason that playwright Steven Dietz’s adaptation – the version Forward will 
stage – made its world premiere in 2023. That’s the year after Merriam-Webster named 
“gaslighting” its 2022 Word of the Year, following an astounding uptick of nearly 2,000% 
in lookups.

2022 was also Year 3 of the pandemic, which left us feeling adrift and alone in a world 
where social media was making it increasingly difficult to muster common trust and 
believe in shared truths. Cut off from one another, it was becoming ever easier for any of 
us to imagine that we were just imagining things – especially when trolls aplenty told us 
our truths were fake news.

“What an imagination you have,” the gaslighting Jack tells Bella, his long-suffering wife. “It 
blinds you to what is real.”  

Does it? 

Or do the sounds Bella hears and things she sees, the objects she loses and the dreams 
she defers, have a texture and reality all their own – even as Jack doubts them and she 
doubts herself? You’ll need to lean in and watch for answers to these questions. But 
before you go, I’ll leave you with this:

It’s no accident that Bella is isolated: her father dead, her mother in an asylum, her 
relatives failing to communicate, her servants seemingly at odds with her (Dietz is 
attuned to how class divisions can play an integral role in fostering social isolation).  

When we’re islanded from the world – shut away in our rooms or disappearing into 
our screens, barraged by liars claiming to speak truth and told repeatedly that those 
speaking truth are liars, we’re all setting ourselves up to be gaslighted. 

We can avoid that fate by coming together, in communities through which our 
monologues might become conversations as we collaborate on telling dialogic stories of 
who we are and might yet become.
 
Which, come to think of it, is a fair definition of what theater does. Welcome to a sacred 
space where – even when the lights come down – we can move forward and illuminate 
all the world.

For Gloria Steinem
Chicago, September 17-18, 2026
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ACCESS IB IL IT Y AT FORWARD THEATER

Forward Theater’s mission is to expand the cultural life for Madison-area audiences, which 
means inviting all of our community in to access and enjoy live, professional theater. 
Forward is proud to provide:

•	 Assistive Listening Devices, which amplify sound through either a receiver and 
headphones, or a T-coil/Induction Loop (for those with compatible hearing aids 
or cochlear implants). 

•	 Tip: Come early to sit and test your device, and keep your phone away 
from the device to avoid interference.

•	 ASL-interpreted performances, offered on the third Saturday matinee of each 
production. Designated seating that offers an unobstructed view of the ASL 
interpreter is available as a ticket option. 

•	 Audio Description – Audio Description is offered on the third Saturday matinee 
of each production. A Tactile Tour is available upon request.

•	 Large print programs.

•	 Courtesy wheelchairs.

•	 Family Assist/Gender Neutral Restrooms.

You can pick up devices at the Accessibility Station in the Playhouse lobby.

We are continuing to add services to enhance the experience of live theater for guests with 
disabilities, through realistic action steps and authentic relationship building. Would you 
like to utilize or learn more about these services? Have feedback or suggestions? Contact 
us: Audience Services 608-234-5001 x1 | Email: bcollins@forwardtheater.com

L AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Acknowledging Ho-Chunk Nation’s ancestral lands, Forward Theater and Overture Center 
for the Arts celebrate the rich traditions, heritage, and culture that thrived long before 
our arrival. We respectfully recognize this Ho-Chunk land and affirm that we are better 
when we stand together.

We encourage you to visit ho-chunknation.com to learn more.
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F TC ’ S  2026 -2027 SEASON BUDGET

Thank you for purchasing a ticket to this production!
We are grateful to everyone who supports our work through ticket sales and 

other financial gifts.  Key among our founding values is transparency. To that end, 
we share with you our annual budget, as an organization’s budget is its clearest 

expression of its priorities.  Producing professional theater is not inexpensive, but 
we consider carefully how we spend each dollar.  And we are proud that such a 

significant amount of our spending is done locally, in support of local artists and 
local businesses. Thank you for your part in making it all possible!

People
Artistic personnel & benefits	 $302,512
  (actors, directors, designers)
Production personnel	 $176,165
  (crew and technical support)
Staff, benefits, payroll taxes	 $617,453
Accounting staff & consultants	 $ 33,820
Community Connections	 $ 14,440
  (La Follette HS teaching artists; 	
  Engagement & Accessibility; other 	
  Outreach Programming)
Playwright Royalties	 $ 82,886

Productions
Sets	 $19,000
Costumes	 $10,200
Lighting	 $500
Props	 $9,500
Sound	 $550
Playbills	 $12,000
Storage space	 $4,560
Miscellaneous 	 $9,600
  (scripts, auditions, transportation)

Venue
Theater rental	 $81,113
Rehearsal space rental	 $16,128
Venue equipment rental	 $15,626
Security fees	 $10,140
Box office fees	 $200,558
  (includes sales taxes)

Company Expenses
Artist housing	 $27,498
Hospitality	 $14,120
COVID-19 Safety expenses	 $560

Operations
Office space rental	 $51,006
Operational expenses 	 $25,310
  (copier, internet, phone,
  database, supplies)
Insurance	 $16,600
Payroll & Audit services	 $21,760
Banking	 $27,975
  (incl. credit card processing fees)
Organizational memberships 	 $5,354

Marketing/Development
Marketing	 $92,930
  (advertising, graphic design, etc.)
Development/Donor 
  Engagement	 $28,700

Total 2026-2027 Operating Budget: $1,928,864
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GASLIGHT
by Steven Dietz

Based on the original play by Patrick Hamilton

CAST

Mrs. Manningham (Bella)............................................................................................ Phoebe González*
Mr. Manningham (Jack)....................................................................................................Neil Brookshire*
Elizabeth........................................................................................................................... Rhonda Rae Busch
Nancy..................................................................................................................................... Caroline Hansen
Sergeant Rough....................................................................................................................Michael Huftile
Police Officers............................................................................................. Nick Chiaverini, Trey Danis III

Setting/Time:
New York City. The late 1880s.

The living room of a gloomy three-story house on the East Side.

Understudies:
Casem AbuLughod (Sergeant Rough), Stuart Jameson (Mr. Manningham),  

Molly Kempfer (Mrs. Manningham & Nancy), Carrie Sweet (Elizabeth)

*Performers appear courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association,  
the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United States.  

The videotaping or making of electronic or other audio and/or visual recordings of this 
live production and distributing recordings or streams in any medium, including the 

internet, is strictly prohibited, a violation of the author(s)’s rights and actionable under 
United States copyright law. 

However, we welcome you to take photos in the theater before and after the 
performance! If you are sharing images to social media, please take a moment to credit 

the production designers below:

Lisa Schlenker, Scenic Design | Noele Stollmack, Lighting Design |  
Karen Brown-Larimore, Costume Design | Jolie Sarajian, Props Director
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ARTIST B IOGR APHIES

Neil Brookshire (Mr. 
Manningham) Theater 
credits: Barefoot in the 
Park, Witch, Photograph 
51, The Violet 
Hour, Renaissance 
Theaterworks; There Is A 

Happiness That Morning Is, The Last White 
Man, Next Act Theatre; Before the 
Mountains of Madness, Two Crows Theatre 
Co. Other Wisconsin and regional theaters: 
Peninsula Players, Door Shakespeare, Third 
Avenue Playworks, Great Lakes Theater, 
People’s Light, Cadence Theatre Co, Boise 
Contemporary Theater, Idaho Dance 
Theatre, Opera Idaho, Lake Tahoe 
Shakespeare Festival, Tennessee 
Shakespeare Co., and eleven seasons with 
Idaho Shakespeare Festival. He was 
Assistant Director for The 39 Steps, 
American Players Theatre. He is co-writer/
performer of Bent Compass, a solo show of 
true stories of an Army Medic. He lives in 
Wisconsin.

Rhonda Rae Busch 
(Elizabeth)is thrilled to 
be included with this 
talented group of 
theatre professionals 
that make up the 
Gaslight team! A 

Milwaukee based actor, Rhonda Rae has 
performed with many of the state’s 
theatres, including Skylight Music Theatre, 
Marcus Performing Arts Center, Door 
Shakespeare, Fireside Dinner Theatre, 
Northern Sky Theater, First Stage, CTM, and 
In Tandem. Favorite credits include Les 
Miserables (Madame Thernardier), 
Deathtrap (Helga Tendorp), The Spitfire Grill 
(Effy), Fiddler on the Roof (Golde), White 
Christmas (Martha), Nunsense (Reverend 
Mother), Into the Woods (Jack’s Mother), 
Church Basement Ladies (Mavis), Music Man 
(Widow Paroo), and Rosalind (Mistress 
Quickly). Love to Bill for 40 years of wedded 
bliss, and special thanks to Eva Nimmer for 

the audition expertise. Instagram: @
rhondatherae

Nick Chiaverini (Police 
Officer) is excited to be 
making his Forward 
Theater stage debut! 
Nick is an actor, motion 
capture performer, and 
voice actor based in 

Madison, Wisconsin. He has a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities in Theatre Performance and 
Communication Studies. Some of his 
recent productions include A Christmas 
Carol and Newsies; CTM. He has also 
appeared as a motion capture actor/stunt 
actor for Call of Duty: Black Ops 6, Call of 
Duty: Black Ops 7, and Call of Duty: 
Warzone.
 

Trey Danis III (Police 
Officer) has been in 
many community 
theatre productions in 
Madison and is 
delighted to be joining 
Forward for the first 

time. He hopes you enjoy the show and 
will come see whatever production he 
does next.
 

Phoebe González 
(Mrs. Manningham) is 
grateful to be back at 
Forward Theater so 
soon after playing 
Hannah in the world 
premiere of Lauren 

Gunderson’s Lady Disdain last spring. She is 
a proud member of APT’s Core Company, 
where favorite roles include Marianne 
in Constellations, Marela in Anna in the 
Tropics, and Julia in Fallen Angels. 
Regionally, she has worked with the 
Kennedy Center (RIP), Steppenwolf, 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater, American 
Shakespeare Center, the Marriott Theatre, 
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ARTIST B IOGR APHIES

Paramount Theater, Teatro Vista, and 
Writers Theatre (where her recent 
performance as Rosalind in Shauna Taub’s 
musical adaptation of As You Like It earned 
her a Joseph Jefferson Award nomination). 
TV: Chicago Med, Chicago PD (NBC). She 
studied acting, musical theatre, and 
playwriting at Northwestern University. 
Always immensely grateful for my family 
and community, without whom I would 
never be able to survive such a bizarre and 
beautiful life in the arts. Con mucho amor. 
 

Caroline Hansen 
(Nancy) (she/her) is oh 
so grateful to be 
working with Forward 
Theater this season. 
She was last seen 
working with Forward 

in the 2025 Guilty Pleasures Monologue 
Festival, performing Lost written by Sophie 
Bohr under the direction of Roseann 
Sheridan. Other credits include Lungs, 
Vanguard Milwaukee; Newsies, Children’s 
Theater of Madison; and Assassins, Capital 
City Theatre. Caroline can be seen next in 
Madison in The Lightning Thief, Children’s 
Theater of Madison; and on stage in 
Milwaukee in Liberation, Milwaukee 
Chamber Theatre. Much love to her family, 
friends, and Michael.  
 

Michael Huftile 
(Sergeant Rough) is 
excited to return to 
Forward Theater and to 
work with Jen again 
after collaborations 
on The Farnsworth 

Invention, Silent Sky, and Marjorie Prime. 
Madison audiences may also be familiar 
with him from his work with Theatre LILA 
on Suitcase Dreams, The Bed, Trash, and A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. Michael spent 
several seasons as an actor at American 
Players Theatre in Spring Green, where he 
is currently on the year-round staff as part 
of the maintenance team. Michael’s 
regional work includes shows at the 
Goodman Theater, Court Theatre, Madison 
Rep, Northlight Theatre, Chicago 
Shakespeare Theater, and Colorado 
Shakespeare. He received his MFA from 
Brandies University and lives in Spring 
Green, where he also volunteered for many 
years as an EMT and firefighter. Thank you 
for supporting the arts! And a special 
thanks to his amazing, gorgeous and 
ghost-writing wife, Carey.
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UNDERSTUDY B IOGR APHIES

Casem AbuLughod (US/Sergeant Rough) 
See production artist bio. 
 
Stuart Jameson (U/S Mr. Manningham) 
is grateful to be making his second 
appearance as part of the Forward team, 
having first understudied for last season’s 
Ironbound. He trained at the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and Drama (now Royal 
Conservatoire) in Glasgow, Scotland, 
graduating with a BA (Acting) in 2002. 
Aside from acting, Stuart has worked as 
a children’s drama teacher and director 
around the world, and will direct his first 
full-scale adult production next March 
with And Then There Were None for Sun 
Prairie Civic Theatre. Previous acting 
credits include A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(Lysander) for Collusion Theatre, Scotland; 
Macbeth (Malcolm) for Glasgow Rep; and, 
more recently, Eurydice (Nasty Interesting 
Man/Child) for Madison Theater Guild. 
A dedicated Halloweenie, Stuart hopes 
you enjoy this spooky yet profoundly 
important work.

Molly Kempfer (US/
Mrs. Manningham, 
U/S Nancy) is thrilled 
to be coming back to 
her hometown to work 
with Forward Theater 
Company on a classic 

like Gaslight. Some of her favorite roles 
include Artemis in Finder and the North 
Star (Children’s Theater of Madison); Little 
Red in Into the Woods (Forte Theatre 
Company); and Mina in 12 
Ophelias (Strawdog Theatre Company). 
When she’s not professionally playing 
pretend, you can find her baking bread or 
working on her next crochet project. Her 
heartfelt thanks goes out to her family and 
friends for their support. Love you, Dad! 
Follow along with all her adventures - @
molly_kempfer  
 

Carrie Sweet (US/
Elizabeth) is thrilled to 
once again be working 
with the incomparable 
team that is Forward 
Theater. She was most 
recently seen in their 

last Monologue Festival, Guilty Pleasures. 
This one is for her little Eliza bean. 

PRODUCTION ARTIST B IOGR APHIES

Egor in Russian Troll Farm. He would like 
you (yes, you reading this right now) to 
know that you are awesome. All of his love 
to his LifeBoo and his mini me who keeps 
getting less mini.  
 
Karen Brown-Larimore (Costume 
Designer) is excited to be designing for 
Forward Theater again. Her previous work 
with Forward Theater includes costume 
design for Primary Trust, King James, The 
Garbologists, and The Wanderers. Her 
costumes have also graced the stages of 
Northern Sky Theater, Capital City Theatre, 
Milwaukee Rep, Madison Opera, Madison 

Casem AbuLughod (Assistant Director) 
(www.rhymeswithawesome.com) is a 
Madison based performer and human. A 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin 
- Madison, he holds a Master of Arts in 
Applied Theatre from the City University 
of New York as well. A proud member of 
Forward’s Advisory Company, he performs 
and teaches improv with MBI, an actor 
and teaching artist with Whoopensocker, 
and has been lucky enough to perform 
with Madison area theater companies. 
Forward fans may remember him as Ted 
in Murder Girl, The Legionnaire/Danny 
in What the Constitution Means to Me, and 
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PRODUCTION ARTIST B IOGR APHIES cont.

firearms safety. Favorite past roles include 
Oberon in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Caleb in The Whipping Man, and the entire 
cast of Pounding Nails in the Floor with my 
Forehead. All my love to Deb and Eden!
 
Steven Dietz (Playwright) For the ’26-
’27 season, playwright was once again 
named one of the “20 Most Produced 
Playwrights in America” by American 
Theatre Magazine. Dietz is the Edgar® 
Award-winning author of multiple thrillers 
for the stage, including Gaslight (from 
Patrick Hamilton), Sherlock Holmes: The 
Final Adventure (from Arthur Conan 
Doyle), Yankee Tavern, On Clover Road, How 
a Boy Falls, Mirror Lake and the recently 
premiered Vineland Place. Dietz was 
awarded the Steinberg New Play Citation 
for Bloomsday, the PEN USA-West Award in 
Drama for Lonely Planet, and the Kennedy 
Center Fund for New American Plays 
Award for both Fiction and Still Life with Iris. 
Previously a professor at UT/Austin, 
Dietz continues to teach masterclasses 
in playwriting, directing, story-making 
and collaboration across the U.S. His 
forthcoming book is entitled The Living 
Play: Actionable Strategies for the Stage. 
Dietz and his wife, playwright Allison 
Gregory, divide their time between Austin 
and Seattle. 
 
Caroline Dischell (Assistant Scenic 
Designer) is thrilled to be working with 
Forward Theater for the first time. Recent 
scenic designs include It’s a Wonderful 
Life, Milwaukee Rep; Next to Normal, Men 
on Boats, Hadestown Jr, Waukesha Civic 
Theatre; Golden Girls: A Holiday Special, 
Purse String Productions; an English 
Language and US premiere of Yellow Inn, 
Illinois State University; and an immersive 
production of La Cage Aux Folles, Outskirts 
Theatre Co. You’ll see her design work 
again this season at Falls Patio Players’ A 
Christmas Carol and Next Act’s At the Wake 
of a Dead Drag Queen. When not designing 
sets she can be found painting them at 
Milwaukee Rep. She holds an MFA in scenic 
design from Illinois State University and a 

Ballet, Madison Savoyards, Opera for the 
Young, Skylight Music Theatre, Madison 
Rep, and Children’s Theater of Madison. 
Her recent designs include The Thing with 
Feathers and Something in the Water for 
Northern Sky Theater, The Fisherman’s 
Daughters for The Milwaukee Rep, and The 
Everlasting Faint for Madison Opera. Her 
upcoming designs include Postcards 
from Morocco for Madison Opera. She 
is a proud member of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees in 
Madison (IATSE 251). You may also find 
her design work in your own home, as 
she designed the original clothes for the 
Molly, Samantha, and Kirsten dolls for the 
American Girl Doll Collection. 
 
Joe Cerqua (Composer & Sound 
Designer) is a freelance composer, 
producer, vocalist and sound designer. He 
is thrilled to be the Resident Composer 
and Sound Designer at Forward Theater 
where he has previously composed and 
designed sound for 34 productions, most 
recently Clyde’s, What The Constitution 
Means To Me, Murder Girl, Summer, 1976, A 
Case for the Existence of God, and Primary 
Trust. He has composed music and/or 
designed sound for over 350 productions 
in Chicago, nationally, and internationally. 
Recent projects include original music and 
sound design for 2 Crows Theatre, Next 
Act Theatre, American Players Theatre, The 
Clarence Brown Theater, and Milwaukee 
Rep. Joe is the Producing Director/
Composer in residence for the Cerqua 
Rivera Dance Theatre, a critically acclaimed 
13-piece jazz orchestra and 10-member 
dance company. 

Whitney Derendinger (Fight 
Choreographer) is an actor, teacher, 
and stage combat instructor with over 
25 years of professional experience in 
theatre. He has worked with CTM, Forward 
Theater, Repertory Theatre of America, St. 
Louis Shakespeare, and American Players 
Theatre, and has held certifications in 
unarmed combat, single rapier, rapier & 
dagger, quarterstaff, knife, and theatrical 
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PRODUCTION ARTIST B IOGR APHIES cont.

arts and nonprofit boards. At her home 
base Northern Sky Theater, Lisa serves 
as Resident Designer and Production 
Manager, uniting design, craft, problem-
solving, and storytelling. For Lisa, theatre is 
an art of transformation: ordinary materials 
become extraordinary objects, empty 
stages become worlds, and imagination 
becomes shared memory. 
 
Mackenzie Smith (Assistant Stage 
Manager) is appreciative and excited to 
be back for a second season with Forward 
Theater Company. Select favorite credits 
include: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Great 
River Shakespeare Festival; Gutenberg! The 
Musical!, Forward Theater Company; The 
Barber and the Unnamed Prince, American 
Players Theatre; Life Doesn’t Frighten 
Me, The Lightning Thief, Peter Pan; 
Children’s Theater of Madison. They would 
like to thank everyone for their support! 
 
Noele Stollmack (Lighting Designer) 
Noele Stollmack’s design work has 
appeared onstage at The Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, Sydney Opera 
House, Carnegie Hall, Verizon Hall, The 
Library of Congress Theatre, as well 
as the opera companies of Santa Fe, 
Ontario, Houston, Portland, Vancouver, 
New Orleans, Nashville, Madison and 
Milwaukee. Regional design for the 
theatre includes Jeff Daniels Purple 
Rose Theatre, Baltimore Center Stage, 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Houston’s 
Alley Theatre, Wisconsin’s Milwaukee 
Rep, Chamber Theatre, Renaissance 
Theaterworks, Skylight Music Theatre, 
American Players Theatre, Forward Theater 
and First Stage. As Lighting Director for 
Houston Grand Opera, she supervised 
the lighting and special effects for over 
50 productions along with designing 
the lighting for such productions as 
Andrei Serban’s Elektra, Dr. Jonathan 
Miller’s Der Rosenkavelier, Aida, and the 
world premieres of Harvey Milk, Desert of 
Roses, and Dracula Diary. Her AIA award 
winning architectural and public space 

BA in drama from UNC-Asheville. Website: 
carolinedischelldesign.com

Abbi Hess (Stage Manager) is grateful to 
be back for a seventh season with Forward 
Theater Company! Past favorite credits 
include: Bare, The Amish Project, Outskirts 
Theatre Co.; Mamma Mia, Lake Country 
Playhouse; Next to Normal, Hamlet: A Cover, 
Carroll University; 2 Pianos 4 Hands, The 
Legend of Georgia McBride, Milwaukee 
Rep; Every Brilliant Thing, Imbroglio, Much 
Ado About Nothing, The Comedy 
of Errors, Great River Shakespeare 
Festival; Airness, Artemisia, The Flying Lovers 
of Vitebsk, King James, Forward Theater. 
Thank you to family, friends, and the 
supportive people at Forward Theater! 
 
Jolie Sarajian (Props Director) is excited 
for their third season with Forward Theater 
Company. Their other properties credits 
include Props Director with Fireside 
Dinner Theatre and Madison Opera. Jolie 
also enjoys working in other avenues of 
theater, such as lighting design for Hamlet, 
Mercury Players Theatre; costume and 
lighting design for Da Classroom Aint Enuf, 
Broom Street Theater; and costume design 
for Peter and the Starcatcher, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison Theatre. 
 
Lisa Schlenker (Scenic Designer) is 
delighted to join the Forward family 
once again for this timely re-telling of 
the Gaslight story. Ms. Schlenker is a scenic 
designer rooted in Wisconsin theatre 
for nearly four decades. She holds a BA 
in Music and Theatre from Augustana 
College and an MFA in Theatre Technology 
from UW–Madison. A proud member 
of USA Local 829 IATSE, the Production 
Managers Forum, and the Society of Prop 
Managers, Lisa is co-author with Sandra 
Strawn of The Properties Director’s Tool Kit. 
Her scene design and production work 
has appeared with numerous theatre and 
opera companies throughout Wisconsin 
and beyond. Education, mentorship, 
and arts advocacy remain central to her 
practice, alongside service to several 
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Bri Collins (Audience & Donor Relations 
Manager) manages audience services 
and donor relations for Forward Theater. 
She has been born and raised mostly in 
the Madison area. She graduated from UW 
Stevens Point with a BFA in Theater Design 
and Technology in Stage Management. 
After graduation she moved to the Twin 
Cities to work in the Regional Theater 
scene. She is passionate about making 
theater accessible to everyone with the 
high quality of work that Forward Theater 
produces.

Scott Haden (Director of Marketing) 
has been Forward Theater’s Director of 
Marketing since 2013. He previously 
served as Managing Director of the Rocky 
Mountain Repertory Theatre in Grand 
Lake, CO, and has enjoyed acting at various 
regional theaters across the country, 
including American Players Theatre, Utah 
Shakespeare Festival, Chicago Shakespeare 

Theatre, Writers’ Theatre, Madison 
Repertory Theatre, Milwaukee Chamber 
Theatre, and Theatre at the Center. For FTC, 
Scott appeared in the Two Steps Forward 
Monologue Festival and Russian Troll Farm. 
Scott is a proud member of Actors’ Equity, 
and holds a BFA in Musical Theatre from 
the Webster University Conservatory of 
Theatre Arts.

Marcella Kearns (Artistic Associate) is a 
Milwaukee-based artist and administrator. 
A member of Actors’ Equity Association 
and former Fulbright Fellow (Austria), she 
also serves on the faculty of First Stage’s 
Young Company, Marquette University, 
and the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 
Her directing credits include the world 
premieres of Fighting For Home: Stories of 
Women Who Serve and Alice Austen’s Girls 
in the Boat. As an actor, she has most 
often split her time between Madison 
and Milwaukee; at Forward, she appeared 

PRODUCTION ARTIST B IOGR APHIES cont.

Actors’ Equity Association – AEA, or 
“Equity,” founded in 1913, is the U.S. labor 
union that represents more than 51,000 
professional Actors and Stage Managers. 
Equity fosters the art of live theatre as 
an essential component of society and 
advances the careers of its members by 
negotiating wages, improving working 
conditions and providing a wide range 
of benefits, including health and pension 
plans. Actors’ Equity is a member of the 
AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an 
international organization of performing 
arts unions. Equity is governed by its own 
members through an elected Council, 
representing principal actors, chorus 
actors and stage managers living in three 
regions: Eastern, Central and Western. 
Members at-large participate in Equity’s 
governance through a system of regional 
Boards and Committees. Equity has 28 
designated area liaison cities with over 100 
members each.

lighting is installed throughout the 
Midwest. Member: United Scenic Arts Local 
829. 
 
Jen Uphoff Gray (Director) is the artistic 
director of Forward Theater Company 
– this is the 34th show she has directed 
for FTC. She also directed the National 
Tour of Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen, and 
during twelve years working On- and 
Off-Broadway she served as Associate 
Director for Copenhagen, Cabaret, The Blue 
Room, and The Life. Jen is the founder of 
both World Premiere Wisconsin and the 
Wisconsin Directors Lab. With gratitude 
for the many wonderful people who have 
served on Forward’s Board of Directors and 
their unflagging support of theater in our 
community – none of this would be possible 
without their dedication.
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FORWARD THEATER STAFF B IOGR APHIES cont.

in 44 Plays for 44 Presidents, Vanya and 
Sonia and Masha and Spike, Life Sucks, and 
Forward’s inaugural Monologue Festival, 
The Love That Changed My Life, where she 
originated one of a pair of Christopher 
Durang pieces. She holds an MFA in Acting 
from the University of South Carolina and 
a BA in English from Canisius University, 
and she completed a TCG Observership in 
approaches to Shakespeare training. 

Celia Klehr (Company Manager) co-
founded FTC by bringing together 
professional theater artists around her 
dining table when the Madison Repertory 
Theatre closed in 2009.  Because she 
believes that theater is most relevant 
when it is for, by, and of a community, 
Celia has made Madison her home, both 
professionally and personally. She was 
a founding member of Madison Rep’s 
Acting Company. During her 14 years with 
the Madison Rep she appeared in more 
than 20 productions, served as company 
manager for three years, and earned her 
Equity card. As the Company Manager 
for FTC, she hosts Advisory Company 
meetings, staff retreats, family picnics, 
and fundraising events at her home on 
Madison’s east side. Along with finding 
homes for our visiting artists, Celia works to 
help all our artists feel at home and able to 
do their best work. You will find her in the 
lobby greeting our audience. 

Sarah Milestone (Director of 
Development) joined the Forward staff in 
2021. She holds a degree in Art History and 
Women’s Studies from the University of
Wisconsin, Madison. Sarah previously 
led development, strategic planning and 
special events for several arts organizations 
including the Guggenheim Museum, 
Whitney Museum, American Ballet 
Theatre, Wisconsin Historical Foundation, 
and Taliesin Preservation. In addition, 
she serves on the Board of Visitors of 
the UW Madison Art Department and 
Briarpatch Youth Services. Sarah grew up 

on Madison’s west side, and now lives just 
steps from Overture Center with her sweet 
pup, Pearl.

Alex Moskoff (Business Manager) has 
been Forward’s Business Manager since 
2012. He started as a part time employee, 
then continued to work with Forward 
through an outside accounting firm, and 
more recently continued his work with 
Forward through his own small accounting 
business, Counting On the Arts, in order to 
focus on non-profit arts organizations. Alex 
serves several other arts organizations 
in the area. He has a Bachelor’s degree 
in legal studies (and studied film and 
television) at the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison. After college Alex worked 
as a production accountant at Warner 
Bros. Television in Los Angeles. A native 
Madisonian, Alex lives on the east side with 
his wife (a professional chef/baker), and 
their daughter Olivia. 
 
Julie Swenson (Managing Director) 
joined Forward as Managing Director 
after 17 seasons as Producing Director for 
Renaissance Theaterworks in Milwaukee. 
Julie received a BA in theater from Illinois 
Wesleyan University and became a 
member of Actors’ Equity Association while 
living in New York City. Julie fell in love with 
the Forward family when she worked as 
an actor in Forward’s production of Vanya 
and Sonia and Masha and Spike in the role 
of Masha. Outside of theater she served on 
the Village of Nashotah board serving as 
President for two terms and was the host 
of New Home Building Today on WTMJ-4 
in Milwaukee. She is a member of the 
Downtown Rotary Madison and Co-chair of 
the Mentor/Scholar committee. 
 
Jen Uphoff Gray (Artistic Director) See 
production artist bio.
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FORWARD THEATER ’S  ANNUAL CONTR IBUTORS

We extend our deepest appreciation to the following individuals and organizations 
for their generous support of our annual operations and special projects. 

In a typical year, ticket revenue covers only 50% of the full cost of presenting live theater. 
Accumulated support from donors over the last year bridges the gap and enables 
Forward to provide exceptional theater experiences.  

Whether you have made a first-time gift or you have faithfully supported Forward 
Theater throughout the years, you are part of our theater community and Forward’s 
history. Thank you. 

We are pleased to recognize contributions and event leadership support received 
between September 1, 2025 – September 25, 2026. If you notice any discrepancies 
or have questions, please contact Sarah Milestone at 608-234-5001 or smilestone@
forwardtheater.com. 

To make a tax-deductible donation to Forward Theater online or learn about donor 
benefits, visit our website at forwardtheater.com. To mail in a contribution, please use the 
following address: Forward Theater, P.O. Box 14574, Madison, WI 53708.
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ANNUAL GIV ING

$25,000 and above
Nancy Ciezki & Diane Kostecke

The Shubert Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Diane Ballweg

Janneke & Richard Baske
Jane Coleman

DeAtley Family Foundation
Margie Devereaux & David Hall

DeWitt LLP
The Evjue Foundation

Patricia Hanson & Terri Bleck
Peggy Hedberg

Robert Kirchdoerfer
Susan & Jonathan Lipp

Joseph Lloyd
Madison Gas & Electric

Lawrence & Julie Midtbo
Kathie Nichols

Jacqui & Steve Suleski
TruStage

Wisconsin Arts Board
Janet Zimmerman

$2,500 - $9,999
Deborah & James Ader
Susan & Christopher Alban
Rozan & Brian Anderson
Cindy &Kerry Baubie
Kelsey Baubie
Sandra & Larry Benz
Sybil & Maurice* Better
Anna Biermeier &  

Roger Hanson
Angie Bong & Ryan Lee
Beth Bovis & David Feldstein
Peggy & Christopher Bugg
Lynn & Dennis Christensen
David & Wendy Coe  

Charitable Trust
The Comer Foundation Fund  

at The Chicago
Community Foundation
Catherine L. Copp
Cynthia DiCamelli
Katie Dowling-Marcus &  

Ben Marcus
Jessica & Jim Doyle
Dr. Theresa Drinka &  

Dr. Paul Drinka
Endres Manufacturing 

Company
W. Jerome Frautschi*
Brenda & Jon Furlow
Karen Godshall
The Gohdes Family
Amie Goldman &  

David Gundersen
Karla & John Groenenboom

JoAnn Gruber-Hagen &  
Doug Hagen

Kathleen Harker
Anne & William Hunnex
Monica Jaehnig
Voula Kodoyianni & 

 Tom Record
Rachel & Josh Krause
Kathy Lawler & Fritz Kruger
Nancy Leff & KC Lerner
Sheryl & Roger Lepage
Sally & John Mather
Lynn & Gary Mecklenburg
Family of Karen Moeller
Karen & Allan Moore
Penny* & Zorba Paster
Jean & Terry Prahl
Kathleen Quinn
Susan Rather & Jeffrey Tews
RBC Wealth Management
Susan A. Riedel
Ann Rifenberg
Pleasant Rowland
Orange Schroeder
Mary Schroth & Gary Tritz
Margaret & David Sharpe
Wendy Sue Swanson
Jane Taves
Nancy Loving Tubesing &  

Don Tubesing
Mary & Lee Waldhart
West Bend Mutual  

Insurance Company
Susan Young
Judith Zwirlein
Anonymous (3)

$1,000 - $2,499
Paul & Bob Alt
Javon Alyasiri & Theron Parsons
Merry Anderson
Chris Antonuzzo &  

Wade DallaGrana
Rima & Michael Apple
Maytee Aspuro & Tricia Noriega
Ann & Craig Aswegan
Nancy & Dean Baumgardner
Jean Bjorenson &  

B. Peter Austin
Diane Bless
Erin Celello & Aaron Olver
Janet & Mark Clear
Wendy & Fred Coleman
Miriam Colton & Holly Rehberg
Shannon Coltrane
Counting on the Arts
Kim & Bill Donovan
Deb Douglas & Ray Aldag
Marilyn Dreger
Oliver Eng
Adam Erdmann &  

Shawn Langel
Kristine Euclide & Doug Steege
Lari & Paul Fanlund
Elizabeth Feder
Findorff & Son Inc.
Evey & Jim Fleming
Andrea & Mike Foley
Sara & Chris Fortune
Roberta Gassman &  

Lester Pines
Joanne & Thomas Gobel
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ANNUAL GIV ING cont.

Amie Goldman &  
David Gundersen

Louise Goldstein &  
Bruce Thomadsen

Virginia Graves &  
Peter Tropman

Elaine Griffin & Mike Fischer
Janice Grutzner
Michelle Guilette &  

Doug Edwards
Elizabeth & Bezalel Haimson
Jane Hamblen &  

Robert Lemanske
Bruce & Korinna Hansen
Margaret Harrigan &  

Richard Ross
Pamela Tobey Jesien &  

George Jesien
Lynne & Roth Judd
Joan Karan
Judy & Scott Kerr
Judith Kimble &  

Marvin Wickens
John Kingsbury
Birke Knipping & Ryan Parks
Susan & Steve LaBelle
Tim Lardinois
Jennifer & James Lattis
Gillian & Tim Lechmaier
Laura Lindner
Efrat Livny & Ken Baun
Pete & Jill Lundberg
Rabbi Bonnie Margulis & 
Rabbi Jonathan Biatch
Nancy McCartan
Mari & Dan McCarty
Mary Jo & Guy McDonald
Nancy McGill
Ron Mensink Fund of  

Madison Community   	
Foundation

Mary & Don Metz
Joyce & Dan Muxfeld
David Myers
Jolen & Chad Neumann
Julia & Tom Nicholas
Jane & John Norman
Linda Baldwin O’Hern &  

Vince O’Hern
Pamela Oliver & John Lemke
Renee Herber &  

Tamara Packard
Patrice Peltier
Martha Pernokas &  

Clark Johnson
Reynold V. Peterson
Judith Pierotti
Pam Ploetz
Sandi Reinardy & Keith Furman
Linda Reivitz
Barb Rex & Jim Eggler
Catherine & Evan Richards
DeeDee & Bing Rikkers
Elaine Rosenblatt
Kelda Roys & Dan Reed
Terry Ruzicka

Beth B and Steve Schaffer
Susan & Michael Schall
Lynda Sharpe
Pat & Tim Size
Dot Steele & Bob Hodgson
Drs. Laura & Jason Stephenson
Ken Strasma
Mark Sweet
Barbara Tesch &  

Michael Szulczewski
John W. Thompson &  

Jane A. Bartell
Charitable Foundation
Scott Thornton
Carol Trapp
Marsha VanDomelen &  

Philip Shultz
Teri Venker & Larry Bechler
Cathy & Ted Waskowski
Jennifer & Bob Winding
Fran Wong & Tom Reps
Susan & Rolf Wulfsberg
Ledell Zellers &  

Simon Anderson
Susan & Jim Zerwick
Anonymous (3)

$500 - $999  
Willa & Joe Aldstadt
Lacey Alexander
Carla & Fernando Alvarado
Marilou & Jim Angevine
Martha Vukelich-Austin & 

George Austin
Deborah & Donald Beduhn
Donna & George Beestman
Michael Bernhard & Nancy Doll
Anna J. Campbell
Audra & Dave Chaimson
Philippa Claude &  

Tony Stretton
Linda & Keith Clifford
Kris & Dan Cunningham
Nora Cusack & Brent Nicastro
Cari & Steve DiTullio
Carla Draper & Peg Carlson
Susan & Joe Drennan
Eve Drury & Peter Beatty
Deidre & John Dunn
Beverly Dusso
Fred Edelman
Cynthia France
Paul Gibler & Tom DeChant
Dianne Greenley
Connie & Wayne Grogan
Lynn & Harry Halme
Larry Hamlin
Eileen Hanneman
Liz & John Heiner
Jim & Kathy Herman
Ronnie Hess & Ron Rosner
Hickory Hurie &  

Sharon Hutchinson
Chele Isaac & John Neis
Jerome & DeeDee Jones
Rosemary & Lee Jones

Sharon & Wade Kearns
Leslie & Dan Kemp
Laurel Kinosian
Mary Klink & James Giesen
JoAnne & Jack Kloppenburg
Mary Ellen Kraus &  

Michael Graham
Hallie Kuenning &  

Brian Spencer
Jo Laird
Alice Margerum &  

Steve Walton
Lee Marquardt
Kathleen Massoth &  

Bruce Edmonson
Marylynne Mehl
LuAnn & Joe Meyers
Katie Middleton & Jay Couser
Jane & Duane Miller
Tamara Moe
Nancy & Mark Moore
Karen Nakasone
Leah & Gary Narans
Julie Ottum & David Runstrom
Patricia & Allen Patek
Michele & Jim Rohan
Ann & Tim Salutz
Hollis & Lawrence Schuetz
Diane Seder & Bruce Rosen
V + A Sheldon
Nancy & George Shook
Linda Sielaff
Judy Sikora
Joe Silverberg
Wendy Moore Skinner &  

James Skinner
Marcia & Dan Smith
Kelly Parks Snider &  

John Snider
Susan Sowatzke
Jayne Squirrell
Susan Sweeney
Marcia & Richard Taugher
Linda Thompson & Allen May
Gail & Del Underbakke
The Vavrus Women’s Fund
Sally Weidemann &  

Chuck Mitchell
Susan West
Marybeth Wilk &  

Katherine Brophy
Cindy & Bob Zellers
Sandy Zingler

$250 - $499 
Hildegard & Julius Adler
Ameriprise Financial
Annen Family
Mary Jane Armstrong &  

Ed Krinsky
Rose Barroilhet
Holly Berkenstadt
Jennifer Berne
Rikhil Bhavnani &  

Dustin Brown
Terry Bloom
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Pris Boroniec & Louis Cornelius
Laurie & Todd Brachman
Sarah & David Canon
Carol Carey
Robin Chapman &  

William Zarwell
Leslie & Russell Coff
Cindy & Mike Collins
Romeo Dais
Nancy Daly
Geke de Vries
Renae & Todd Donkle
Kathy & Dennis Dorn
Melinda Dorris
Bobbi & Matthew Dumas
Jennifer Eikren & Clay Norrbom
Laurie Elwell & Rick Niess
Victoria & Tim Enright
Phyllis Ermer
Karen Faster Passthrough  

Fund of Madison
Community Foundation
Samara Frame
Clayton & Belle Frink
Kay Gabriel & Fiona McTavish
Janice Gehrke
Robert & Georgia Graves
Betty & Walter Gray
Jane Grogan & Bob Blitzke
Neil & Nancy Christy Heinen
Rachel & Gil Hillman
Cynthia S. Hiteman
Faith Howe & The Play Group
Ed Hughes
Jean & Steven Huxmann
Scott Johnson
Deb Jurmu
James Kaplan
Laura Kearney
Pamela & John Kitslaar
Larry M. Kneeland
Milka & Ivan Knezevic
Joyce Knutson
James Krikelas
Roma Lenehan
Lovers of the Arts
Mary & Eileen Maher
June & Mike McCowin
Kathleen McElroy
Sue Milch & Wilton Sanders
Jennifer Morgan
Paul K. Morgan
Lauri Morris & Jim Cole
Amy & Bruce Noble
Dan O’Brien
Paula & Russell Panczenko
Tammy & Tim Peyton
Carol Philipps & Rod Rynes
Beth & Peter Rahko
Donna & Richard Reinardy
Anne & Buck Rhyme
Jo Anne Robbins & David Falk
Lisbeth & Paul Roehr
Elizabeth Saar
Marcia Schmidt
Barbara & Gary Schultz

Marlys & Patrick Semple
Diana & Ron Shaw
Sonjia Short & Michael Croft
Jordan Siegler & Lukas Dietz
Maureen Skelton
Lisa & Bud Smith
Kathy Speck & Gabor Kemeny
Marjorie Stewart
Vicki Stewart
David Stone
Elaine B. Strassburg
Arlene & John Strikwerda
Paul Tanzer
Peter & Ruth Taylor
Betty Thompson
Dorothea Torstenson
Bonnie & John Webber
Beth Weber & Duane Beckett
Jennifer A. Younger &  

Tom Rae Smith
Ronald Zerofsky
Anonymous (2)

$50 - $249 
Carol & Mark Albertini
Asya Alexandrovich &  

Maxim Vavilov
Beth Amato
Holly Anderson
Laura Anderson &  

Barbara White
Marge & Bruce Anderson
Shannon Anderson
Barbara Andrews &  

Howard Steinberg
Helene Androski & Larry Gray
Rita Applebaum
Noga Ardon
Kate & Joe Arena
Thomas August
Jean Azemove & Ted Finman
Sarah Bahauddin & Mark Micek
Baird Foundation, Inc.
Elizabeth & Charles Barnhill
Shannon Barry & William Bolz
Angela & Jeffrey Bartell
Cindy & Orion Bawdon
Carousel Bayrd & Tim Sobota
Katie & Richard Beilfuss
Susan & George Benton
Luise & Richard Beringer
Shari Bernstein
Jan Blakeslee
Carole Blemker
Cate Booth
Christine Bourne &  

Jonathan Koch
Freya & Jeff Bowen
Don & Carola Breckbill
Penny & Malcolm Brett
Michael K. Bridgeman
Cathy Caro-Bruce &  

Calvin Bruce
Douglas Buck
Barbara Buenger
Ann & Dick Burgess

Stephanie & Jim Buske
Sara & Toby Campbell
Carol & John Cantwell
Jacqui Carrasco & David Ford
Carol & Peter Carstensen
Joshua Castro
Joanne Chalhoub
Ellie & Ken Chin
Jennifer Christensen
Dianne & Dave Cieslewicz
Barbara Clapp
Ron Clark
Lauren Cnare & Ralph Russo
Marsha Cohen & Mike Pressman
Melissa Coons & Ed Jordan
Jennifer Covington &  

David Blough
Jane Crandall
Donna & Mike Crane
Joyce Crim
Betsy Curtis D’Angelo
Barb & Dan Danahy
Cara Joy David
Avis & Richard Davis
Mike Davis & Julann Jatczak
Sarah Day
Kathy DeMets & Greg Bollom
Sarah Deming-Henes
Martha Deming & Ulrich Henes
Jane Doughty & David Wood
Sally Drew
Doris & Richard Dubielzig
Matthew Dumas
Louise Elbaum
Jane Elder & Bill Davis
Rita & Edward Emmenegger
Sheila & Ron Endres
Susan England &  

James Stirniman
Kelley & Tom Engle
Reenie Euhardy
Mona & Paul Fabricant
Jenny & Michael Fehrenbach
Maureen & David Flanagan
Barbara & David Flesch
David Flores
Sarah Ford
Kathryn Forde
Julie & John Franz
Burdett Fraser
Sandra & William Frazee
Marla Freeman
Susan French & Brian Driscoll
Janet & Byron Frenz
Laurie & David Friedman
Barbara Furstenberg
Suzanne & Russell Gardner
Jan Garske
Sara Gerlach
Terry Gibson
McKenzie Glynn-Zdrale &  

Zack Zdrale
Jeanne Gomoll & Scott Custis
Michele Good
Jennifer Gottwald
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Jennifer Uphoff Gray &  
Peter Gray

Lindsey Graylow
Tim Griesbach
Ann & Terry Haden
Diane & Randy Hager
Joseph Halaas & Andrew Irving
Maria Hanson
Elizabeth Hachten
Fazel Hayati
Vivian Heatwole
Anne Hecht & Diane Olsen
Shannon Heibler
Jan & Maria Heide
Tom & Margaret Henzler
Margaret Hepburn
John Hess
Nona Hill & Clark Johnson
Susan Friedman-Hill & Greg Hill
Bill & Sara Lee Hinckley
Susan Holec
Judy Howard & Amy Scarr
James Hudson
Ann Imig
Margaret & Paul Irwin
Sue Janczak
Jennifer Jeffress
Doug & Kathy Johnson
Stan & Leann Johnson
Richard Jordan
Amanda & Seth Jovaag
Anthony Jovenitti &  

Andrew Kohrs
Rebecca Karoff & Brad Wolbert
Jean Kasten
Marilyn Kay
Nancy Keith, Forever Home Real 

Estate
Nancy Kendall
Shanda Kennedy
Heidi Kent & Mark McFadden
Maggie & Tom Kestelik
Suzanne Kilkus
Connie Kilmark
Carla and Ron Klehr
Carol Klukaczewski
Mary Knapp & James Klein
Cathy Kooistra
Lynne Krainer
Sharon & Kenneth Krebs
Leo Kropywiansky
Carrie Kruse & Ellen Pryor
Jude & Paul Kuenn
Kathy Kuntz & Henry Huemmer
Merilyn Kupferberg
Michael & Megan Kushner
Judy & Richard Kvalheim
Jan & Bob Langdon
Janet Lee
Phyllis Lefcowitz
Eugenia Lerum
Madeline & Barry Light
Sarah Linn
Judith Louer
Joe Lowndes

Dani Luckett & Graeme Martin
Lesleigh Luttrell
Jean MacCubbin & Alan Seeger
John Maclay
Karin Mahony & Adam Balin
Jill Maidenberg & Richard Thal
Sara & Jeff Mandell
Marjorie & Peter Marion
Maria Mascola &  

James Donahue
Douglas & Joan Maynard
Carol McCarthy
Jeannette McDonald
Lois & David McDonald
Christopher McGee
Lindsey Meekhof
Christine Melgaard
Janet Mertz & Jonathan Kane
Bev Meyer
Stacie & Wally Meyer
Marta Meyers & Ian Davies
Sarah Milestone
Mark Misenheimer
Rolf & Judith Mjaanes
Nancy Mohs
Todd Moorman
Judy & Paul Moriarty
Marianne Morton &  

Bob Mitchell
Dottie M. Mosley
Anne & Michael Moser
The Moskoff Family
Ken Mount
Patricia Mullins & James Smith
Tess Mulrooney &  

Paul Eastwood
Trina Nance & Brent Hazelton
Martha Nawratil
Sharon Nellis
John Nelson
Linda Neubauer
Hannah & Deb Nies &  

Linda Aumann
Heidi & Tom Notbohm
Gail & Bill O’Neal
Casey & Eric Oelkers
Norman & Darlene Olson
Jennifer Ondrejka & Tom Rudy
Elizabeth Palay
Guila & Jonathan Parker
Pat Parks
Patricia Pasell
April Paul
Jamie & David Pekarek Krohn
Suzanne & Cliff Perkins
Julie Peterman
Paige & Jarek Petras
William Phipps
Seeding Equity
Hannah & Tad Pinkerton
Ilona Pinzke
Elissa Pollack
Dian & Jerald Polly
Jill Anna Ponasik &  

William Bradley

Kris & Dan Powers
Michelle Pribyl
Christine & Geoffrey Priest
Kris Quackenbush
Sandra & Chris Queram
Beth Racette
Coyla Rankin
Robert & Irene Rauwald
Sherry Reames
Cari Redington
Friends of Karen Moeller
Karen Rendall
Laura & Bob Rodriguez
Francesca Rodriquez
Alexandria Roe
Ruth Rohlich
Julie Roinos
Sarah Rose
Joan Rosen
Marlene Ross & Roy Podolak
Karen & Jim Rouse
Renee Ryan
Don & Barb Sanford
Gena Schachtschneider
Andrea Schauer &  

Jeffrey Hamm
David Schlesinger
Lynn & Tom Schmidt
Aaron Schwartzbord & 
Michael Weinstein-Reiman
Dr. Emilie Schwarz &  

Gregory Reed
Linda K. Scott
Christine Seibert
Liz & John Senseman
Erica Serlin & Ken Kushner
Jolene Settergren
Claire Shaffer
Linda Shaw
Roseann Sheridan
Carolin Showers
Greg Shue
Debra Simon & Bill Wambach
Patti & Tom Sinclair
Meg Skinner
Jo & Bob Skloot
Maria Speller
Susan Sprague
Anita Sprenger & Michael Cain
Maggie Steele &  

Gregg Nettesheim
Jeanne Stefnik & Phillip Stefonik
Heather Sternitzky & Tim Bacon
Prudy Stewart
Luanne & David Storley
Mary Struckmeyer &  

Larry LaMar
Nancy & Tom Sundal
Xenia & Chad Sundell
Georgie & Jerry Suttin
Justin Sydnor
Jennifer Szlasa
Kate Walker Tappero
Mindy Taranto & Ken Mericle
Temple Beth El Sisterhood
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M ATCHING GIF T ORGANIZATIONS

Forward Theater Company acknowledges with  
gratitude support from the following matching gift programs:

AbbVie 
Alliant Energy Foundation
American Family Insurance

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Eli Lilly & Company 
First Weber Realtors

Google
Heartland Financial Bank 

IBM
Johnson Controls

Promega Corporation
Starbucks

The Walt Disney Company
US Bank

ANNUAL GIV ING cont.

Ketty Thertus
Bonita Thomas
Eric Thompson
Karen Timberlake
Rebecca & John Tradewell
Judith Ann Troia
Angela Tullar
Elizabeth Tuttle
Deborah Mae Umstead
Jim Uphoff & KO
Madeline Uraneck
Peter Uttech
Susan & Benedek Valko
Andree Valley

Vandersnick Family
Lisa & Matt Veldran
Jeanne & Bruce Venzke
Michael Verveer
Rick & Heidi Vierstra
Judy Von Bergen
Sandra Walden
Alice Walker Duff
Mindy Walker
Peg Wallace
Deborah Weber
Kelli & Richard West
Anne Whisner
Liz Whitesel

Meg Wise & David Tenenbaum
Nancy & James Youngerman
Michelle Yun & Andi Kent
Peg & Tom Zanzig
Debbie & Dean Zemel  

DAF of the JCF of
MLKE Jewish Federation
Judy Ziewacz
Bill & Jennifer Zorr
Anonymous (4)

*Deceased
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TR IBUTE G IF TS

Forward Theater is grateful to the following individuals  
who give as a tribute to others.

In honor of Rozan Anderson 
Cari & Steve DiTullio

In memory of Maurice Better 
Joyce Crim
Mona & Paul Fabricant
Mary Knapp & James Klein
Joan Rosen
Linda Shaw

In honor of Winifred Brown 
Connie Kilmark

In memory of Thomas W. Collins 
Cindy & Mike Collins

In honor of Bill Doolan and 
Marilyn Clauson 

Lacey Alexander

In honor of Adam Erdmann 
Cate Booth
Douglas Buck
Joshua Castro
McKenzie Glynn-Zdrale & Zack Zdrale
Jennifer Jeffress
Nancy Keith, Forever Home Real Estate
Maggie & Tom Kestelik
Leo Kropywiansky
Sarah Linn
Dani Luckett & Graeme Martin
William Phipps
Heather Sternitzky & Tim Bacon
Anne Whisner
Michelle Yun & Andi Kent

In memory of Ed Feige 
Elizabeth Palay

In honor of Josephine B. Fischer 
Jane & Duane Miller

In honor of Chuck Ford & 
in memory of Sharon James 

Carla & Fernando Alvarado
	 Jacqui Carrasco & David Ford

In memory of Steve Gibson 
Patricia & Allen Patek

In memory of Dolores & Paul Gohdes 
Mark, Jill, Joel and Carol

In honor of Sharon Goldfarb 
Nancy Kendall

In honor of Amie Goldman 
Sandra & Larry Benz

In honor of Frances R. Goldstein 
Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen

In honor of Kathy Harker 
Pam Ploetz

In honor of Kenneth Hill 
Marybeth Wilk & Katherine Brophy

In memory of Tom Hurst 
Faith Howe and the Play Group

In honor of Jean Holliday Huxmann 
Jean & Steven Huxmann

In honor of Miranda Jones 
Nancy & James Youngerman

In memory of Steve Kilkus 
Suzanne Kilkus

In memory of Judi & Ed Klehr 
Carla & Ron Klehr

In memory of Judy Klehr 
Philippa Claude & Tony Stretton 
Scott Thornton

In memory of Joan G. Krikelas 
James Krikelas

In memory of Arthur & Susan Lloyd 
Joseph Lloyd

In honor of Gary Lyons 
Jayne Squirrell

In memory of Mary Janet McGowan 
Joshua Castro
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TR IBUTE G IF TS cont.

In memory of Karen Moeller 
Laura Anderson & Barbara White
Sara & Toby Campbell
Ron Clark
Family of Karen Moeller
Friends of Karen Moeller
Michele Good
Jennifer Uphoff Gray & Peter Gray
Sarah Milestone
Tess Mulroney & Paul Eastwood
Julia & Tom Nicholas
Kathie Nichols
Laura & Bob Rodriguez
Julie Roinos

In memory of Richard Nawratil 
Martha Nawratil

In memory of Dorothy & John Osborne 
Cindy & Kerry Baubie

In memory of Bill Owen 
Kathleen McElroy

In memory of Dan Pierotti 
Judith Pierotti

In honor of Susan Pigorsch 
Nora Cusack & Brent Nicastro

In honor of Karen Sielaff 
Maria Speller

In memory of Ilene Serlin 
Erica Serlin & Ken Kushner

In honor of Dr. Jason Stephenson 
Alice Walker

In memory of Thomas D. Sullivan 
Karen Nakasone

In honor of Julie Swenson 
Jill Anna Ponasik & William Bradley 

In memory of Carol Toussaint 
Linda Baldwin O’Hern & Vince O’Hern

In honor of Jen Uphoff Gray 
Jo Laird

In honor of Barbara Zahn 
Ann Rifenberg

In honor of the Forward Theater Staff 
Bonnie Margulis & Jonathan Biatch

In honor of the wonderful people 
who make Forward Theater 

Jill & Pete Lundberg

THANKS TO OUR FR IENDS OF FORWARD THEATER VOLUNTEERS!

Volunteers help Forward Theater by staffing events, helping with mailings and 
other office support. If you would like more information, please visit our website at 
Forwardtheater.com or contact Company Manager Celia Klehr at 608-234-5001.

FR IENDS OF FORWARD 2026 -2027

Rima Apple, Sylvie Arnold, Maytee Aspuro, Linda Baumann, Sarah Day, Carla Di Iorio, Mike 
Di Iorio, Dennis Dorn, Casey Garhart, Lanie Goldsmith, Audra Hoy Chaimson, Katherine 
Knoepfler, Kathryn Lederhause, Peg Martin, Molly Maslin, Sue Milch, Karen, Moore, Tess 
Mulrooney, Deb Nies, Hannah Nies, Tricia Noriega, Dave Pekarek Krohn, Jamie Pekarek 
Krohn, Barb Sanford, Elizabeth Schultz, Lynda Sharpe, Daryl Sherman, Dot Steele, Jason 
Stevenson, Cheri Teal, Azura Tyabji, Christina Wood, Tracy Young

Housing provided by:
Park Hotel Madison
Voyageur Stays

Special thanks to:
Joan Herzing, Jason Salus, Julia Steege-Reimann, Kristopher Reimann, and Sam D. White
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FEBRUARY 4-21
DIRECTED BY MARY MACDONALD KERR

As the world counts down to Y2K, a young Peace Corps 
volunteer in Senegal crosses paths with a State Depart-
ment operative whose motives are enigmatic from the 
moment they meet. What begins as a simple assign-
ment spirals into a charged negotiation of ambition, 
desire, and shifting allegiances.

MEDIA SPONSORS

ASSOCIATE SPONSOR

JANE COLEMAN
PRODUCER
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ON SALE NOW AT FORWARDTHEATER.COM


