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How We Work

Forward Theater’s unique, three-branch organizational structure reflects our
commitments to transparent communication and preserving the balance between
the artistic choices and financial health of the company.

The first branch is the administrative staff, executing the daily operations of our
theater. The second branch is the Board of Directors, responsible for financial and
operational oversight. The third branch is the Advisory Company, made up of local
professional theater artists, overseeing FTC's short- and long-term artistic plans.

Our bylaws have mandated paths of communication between these three branches
and a system of checks and balances to keep FTC strong, focused on our artistic role
in the community, and fiscally responsible.

Ironbound 5



6

FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR...JEN UPHOFF GRAY

Welcome to Forward Theater Company’s production of Ironbound, by the brilliant
Pulitzer-winning playwright Martyna Majok.

We've framed our 2025-2026 season as one in which the characters on our stage are
trying to “change the narrative” of their lives. Who better exemplifies that effort than
an immigrant? | hope you will be as invested in Darja’s story as we were in deciding to
produce it.

This country frequently fails to live up to its highest aspirations, but we keep striving
nonetheless. And those who choose to come to this country to help us become a“more
perfect union” are often the best among us. I'm grateful to celebrate them with this
play. Should you be so moved, we invite you to join us in supporting local organizations
serving immigrants in our community. We've got QR codes in the lobby to connect you
with several of them.

As always, we look forward to hearing from you through your questions at our nightly
talkbacks, your social media posts (we're so grateful when you help spread the word
about our productions!), and your emails to us about your experience here in the
Playhouse. We do this for you.

And to everyone here right now, we thank you for choosing to spend this time with us.
Enjoy the show!

FROM THE DIRECTOR...MARCELLA KEARNS

It takes a Pole to hold up the American flag.

I can't remember the first time | heard that from my grandmother:
When she was setting me up with a rich Polish friend (you need lipstick)?
Enlisting me to fry pierogi (everything’s better with butter)?

Slipping me a twenty when no one was looking (girls need cash)?
Rooting for Solidarity and the fall of the Iron Curtain (the workers did it!)?

You get the idea. My babcia’s pride was strong. You may have a similar history of culture
and values served up from your first breath through the last meal you ate. Perhaps a
similar story of matriarchs.

Written by a Polish immigrant, inspired by her mother, Ironbound’s texture is Slavic:
ferocious, open-eyed, spiky-funny, resilient. Its setting is New Jersey, where some of
my Polish people persisted like weeds in concrete. Its dream is American, though not
uniquely. Who on this planet, after all, doesn’t want a better life?

American culture is deeply transactional. Martyna Majok doesn’t shy away from that.
But what is free in this story may unlock how we could try to reframe our relationship to
culture and country in this, our semiquincentennial year.

To that | say pomysinosci. - Marcella Kearns

Forward Theater Company



A CLOSER LOOK...ADVISORY COMPANY MEMBER MIKE FISCHER

Waiting for the Bus

“Hope deferred maketh the something sick, who said that?”
- Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot

Before Martyna Majok became a Pulitzer-winning playwright, she was an undocumented
immigrant from Poland, living in the Newark area and surrounded by factories like those

that once dotted Ironbound, an industrial section of Newark that gave Majok the title for

her play.

“When | started writing Ironbound,” Majok said in an interview, “l assumed nobody would
[care], to be honest. | thought, ‘who's gonna care about a poor Polish immigrant?”

Majok asked that question nine years ago, shortly after the 2016 election. It's never
felt more urgent. Inspired by and drawing from the experiences of her mother, Majok’s
immigrant is Darja, who holds the stage from start to finish in a play hop-scotching
between 1992 (when Darja is 20) and 2014.

Arriving in America soon after the fall of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet
empire, Darja wants to believe that this new land will offer new opportunities. What she
finds instead is a country where nothing is free and where everything she might call her
own can be taken.

Majok’s opening stage direction states that there’s stars beyond the smog enveloping
Newark. But Darja can’t see them. And there’ll be moments during Ironbound when it's
hard to see Darja herself as she channels crushing disappointments that can make her
appear bitter and sardonic. Cynical and transactional. Afraid to dream and, at times,
seemingly afraid to live.

But she carries on — much like those tramps in Beckett’s Waiting for Godot, a play looming
large in the background to this one. Darja’s waiting takes place at a bus stop rather than
beside a tree, as she logs time wondering if her ride to somewhere better will ever come.
And if it doesn’t? What if she, like Estragon and Vladimir, imagines moving forward while
instead remaining stuck in place?

Ironbound honors those like Darja who nevertheless persist, daring to hope even as they
pretend they do not and daring to sing their song even as they insist that only the naive
can make room for the music living in all of us and clamoring to be heard.

“Why should a land have so much meaning,” Cynthia Erivo sings in Wicked, “when dark
times befall it?”

Because of Majok’s — Darja’s? — stubborn belief in those stars beyond the smog. Ironbound
challenges each of us to look harder and see better. It's a new year’s resolution to live by.

For Emma Lazarus and Olga Tokarczuk
Milwaukee, December 2025

Ironbound

7



8

ACCESSIBILITY AT FORWARD THEATER

Forward Theater’s mission is to expand the cultural life for Madison-area audiences, which
means inviting all of our community in to access and enjoy live, professional theater.
Forward is proud to provide:

® Assistive Listening Devices, which amplify sound through either a receiver and
headphones, or a T-coil/Induction Loop (for those with compatible hearing aids
or cochlear implants).

® Tip: Come early to sit and test your device, and keep your phone away
from the device to avoid interference.

* ASl-interpreted performances, offered on the third Saturday matinee of each
production. Designated seating that offers an unobstructed view of the ASL
interpreter is available as a ticket option.

® Audio Description — Audio Description is offered on the third Saturday matinee
of each production. A Tactile Tour is available upon request.

® Large print programs.

® Courtesy wheelchairs.

® Family Assist/Gender Neutral Restrooms.

You can pick up devices at the Accessibility Station in the Playhouse lobby.

We are continuing to add services to enhance the experience of live theater for guests with
disabilities, through realistic action steps and authentic relationship building. Would you
like to utilize or learn more about these services? Have feedback or suggestions? Contact
us: Audience Services 608-234-5001 x1 | Email: beollins@forwardtheater.com

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Acknowledging Ho-Chunk Nation’s ancestral lands, Forward Theater and Overture Center
for the Arts celebrate the rich traditions, heritage, and culture that thrived long before
our arrival. We respectfully recognize this Ho-Chunk land and affirm that we are better
when we stand together.

We encourage you to visit ho-chunknation.com to learn more.

Forward Theater Company



FTC'S 2025-2026 SEASON BUDGET

Thank you for purchasing a ticket to this production!

We are grateful to everyone who supports our work through ticket sales and
other financial gifts. Key among our founding values is transparency. To that end,
we share with you our annual budget, as an organization’s budget is its clearest
expression of its priorities. Producing professional theater is not inexpensive, but
we consider carefully how we spend each dollar. And we are proud that such a
significant amount of our spending is done locally, in support of local artists and

local businesses. Thank you for your part in making it all possible!

People
Artistic personnel & benefits
(actors, directors, designers)
Production personnel
(crew and technical support)
Staff, benefits, payroll taxes

Accounting staff & consultants

Community Connections

(La Follette HS teaching artists;

$301,461
$164,990
$583,494

$33,805
$16,750

Engagement & Accessibility; other

Engagement Programming)
Playwright Royalties

Productions
Sets
Costumes
Lighting
Props

Sound
Playbills
Storage space
Miscellaneous

$104,471

$18,500
$10,250
$3,250
$10,450
$1,410
$12,200
$4,440
$13,950

(scripts, auditions, transportation)

Venue
Theater rental
Rehearsal space rental
Venue equipment rental
Security fees
Box office fees

(includes sales taxes)

Company Expenses
Artist housing

Hospitality

COVID-19 Safety expenses

Operations

Office space rental

Operational expenses
(copier, internet, phone,
database, supplies)

Insurance

Payroll & Audit services

Banking

(incl. credit card processing fees)
Organizational memberships

Marketing/Development
Marketing

$73,508
$16,375
$5,100
$8,400
$158,648

$26,700
$6,670
$760

$49,526
$20,320

$15,600
$20,700
$9,825

$5,165

$89,355

(advertising, graphic design, etc.)

Development/Donor
Engagement

Total 2025-2026 Operating Budget: $1,827,374

$41,000

Ironbound
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IRONBOUND

by Martyna Majok

CAST

Darja Cassandra Bissell*
Tommy Jonathan Wainwright*
Maks Josh Krause*
Vic Gabriel Anderle

Setting:
A bus stop at night, a quarter-mile from a factory in Elizabeth, NJ.
Or where a factory used to be, depending on the year:
2014.1992. Or 2006.

Understudies:
Stuart Jameson (Tommy & Maks), March Marren (Vic), and Abby Nichols (Darja)

*Performers appear courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association, the union of professional
actors and stage managers in the United States.

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR
VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS
OR STREAMS IN ANY MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED,
A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)'S RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER
UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW. FOR MORE INFORMATION,

PLEASE VISIT: https://concordtheatricals.com/resources/protecting-artists

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

Gabriel Anderle (Vic)
is an Actor, Writer, and
Creative Leader with a
passion for leaving
spaces better than he
found them.
WISCONSIN (selected):
A Christmas Carol, Our
Town (Milwaukee Rep); As You Like It, The
Old Man and The Old Moon, Great
Expectations (Door Shakespeare);
Goosebumps the Musical, Holes, Animal
Farm (First Stage). CHICAGO (selected):
Ashland Avenue, The Antiquities, A Christmas
Carol, Highway Patrol (Goodman Theatre);
Judgment Day (Chicago Shakespeare
Theater); Love’s Labor’s Lost (self-produced).
TRAINING: UMN/Guthrie Theater BFA;
Shakespeare’s Globe; Milwaukee Rep'’s
Professional Training Institute; First Stage’s

Young Company. Gabe serves as the
Merchandise Associate at Steppenwolf
Theatre Company. He is also thrilled to be
returning to Door Shakespeare this
summer as their Managing Producer. For
Team Anderle -- the theater makers and
shakers that inspire him endlessly.
WEBSITE: gabrielanderle.com |G: @gabriel.
anderle

Cassandra Bissell
(Darja) happily returns
to Forward Theater,
having appeared
- previously in Murder
- Girl, The Wanderers and
Russian Troll Farm: A
Workplace Comedy.
Elsewhere in Wisconsin: Milwaukee
Chamber Theatre, Milwaukee Repertory
Ironbound
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES conT.

Theater, Next Act Theatre, Peninsula
Players, Renaissance Theaterworks and
Third Avenue Playworks. Regional: Actors’
Theatre of Louisville, Arizona Theatre Co.,
Chicago Shakespeare Theater, Cleveland
Play House, Contemporary Theater of Ohio,
Court Theatre, First Folio, free Fall, Great
Lakes Theater, Idaho Shakespeare Festival,
Indiana Repertory, Northern Stage,
Northlight Theatre, People’s Light,
Rivendell Theatre Ensemble, Steppenwolf
and the Utah Shakespeare Festival.
Cassandra holds a BA in Gender Studies
from the University of Chicago.

Josh Krause (Maks) is
delighted to return to
the Forward stage!
Previously, for Forward:
A Case for the Existence
of God (Ryan), Airness
(Shreddy Eddy), The
Amateurs (Gregory/
Playwright); Recent regional favorites
include Boswell (Boswell) and The
Mousetrap (Giles) with Next Act; A
Midsummer Night’s Dream (Demetrius), The
Winter’s Tale (Clown), The Barber and the
Unnamed Prince (Ricky), The Virgin Queen
Entertains Her Fool (Ermo), The Liar (Cliton)
for APT; A Doll’s House (Torvald) and
Indecent (Asch) with Milwaukee Chamber.
He is a member of the Core Company at
APT, and the Advisory Company at Forward
Theater. Next up, Josh will be back at

American Players Theatre for his 9th
season! Josh blows a kiss to his wife,
Rachel, and their two year old, Vincent
(Vinnie).

Jonathan Wainwright
(Tommy) is thrilled to
help tell this story with
this wonderful group,
and grateful to perform
for Forward’s lovely
audiences in a full run.
His last show here was
in the 2021 live-streamed production

of Lewiston/Clarkson as Connor, a beautiful
experience that, alas, was performed only
once. He is a veteran Milwaukee actor, with
extensive credits with the city’s best
companies, including Othello, Of Mice

And Men, A Christmas Carol, Junk, Dial M For
Murder, The Coast Starlight, and Murder On
The Orient Express, Milwaukee Rep; Coyote
On A Fence, The Exonerated, Sideman, Back
Of The Throat, and Grace, Next Act

Theatre; Mauritius, The Good Father, Misery,
Broken and Entered, Crimes Of The

Heart, Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, to
name a few. This spring he can be seen at
Chamber Theatre in a piece ripped
verbatim from FBI transcripts, /s This A
Room? He'd like to dedicate his
performance to his late Uncle Dave, and
the great people at B-Side Records, on his
beloved State Street.

UNDERSTUDY BIOGRAPHIES

Stuart Jameson (US/
Tommy & Maks)
trained at the Royal
Scottish Academy of
Music and Drama (now
Royal Conservatoire) in
Glasgow, Scotland,
graduating with a BA
(Acting) in 2002. Since then, he has tread
the boards in numerous productions, but
quit everything in 2011 to globetrot for
eight years, including a hitchhike from

Forward Theater Company

Germany to Cambodia. Stuart has worked
extensively teaching drama and directing
school productions around the world, most
recently for MG21 Liberal Arts Charter in
Monona. His favourite past roles

include Ken Preston in Robin

Maugham’s Enemy; a literally drunk Hamlet
in Hamlet; a twisted, dirty cop in lain
Heggie’s The Don; and more outdoor
Shakespeare than he cares to remember.
Now settled in Madison, he is throwing his
hat in the ring once again and is grateful



UNDERSTUDY BIOGRAPHIES

for the opportunity to be involved in his
first Forward production. He hopes that in
the future they will need to cast a token
Englishman.

March Marren (US/
Vic) is thrilled to be
making their Forward
debut! Recent credits
include Ensemble in
Assassins with Capital
City Theatre and
Ensemble/u.s.
Christopher in Cinderella with CTM. A
graduate of CCPA, they also enjoy
crocheting and are grateful for the endless
support of their family and friends.

Abby Nichols (US/
Darja) is thrilled to be a
part of Ironbound. This
is her first time working
with Forward Theater
and she is incredibly
grateful for the
opportunity. Abby
holds a BFA in Musical Theatre from Pace
University. Credits include: Annie, Junie B.
Jones, National Tours; Matilda, Taste of
Broadway, Children’s Theater of Madison;
Marry Me a Little, Music Theatre of Madison;
On the Town, Capital City Theatre. Abby
owns Nichols Voice Studio here in Madison.
She would like to thank her family and
friends for their love and support,
especially Arthur, Jasper, Mike, Eleanor,
Wren, Mom, Dad, Emily, and The

Pod. NicholsVoiceStudio.com

PRODUCTION ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

Joe Cerqua (Composer & Sound
Designer) is a freelance composer,
producer, vocalist and sound designer. He
is thrilled to be the Resident Composer and
Sound Designer at Forward Theater where
he has previously composed and designed
sound for 34 productions, most recently
Clyde’s, What The Constitution Means To

Me, Murder Girl, Summer, 1976, A Case for
the Existence of God, and Primary Trust. He
has composed music and/or designed
sound for over 350 productions in Chicago,
nationally, and internationally. Recent
projects include original music and sound
design for 2 Crows Theater, Next Act
Theater, American Players Theatre, The
Clarence Brown Theater, and Milwaukee
Rep. Joe is the Producing Director/
Composer in residence for the Cerqua
Rivera Dance Theatre, a critically acclaimed
13-piece jazz orchestra and 10-member
dance company. He is the Creative Director
and Producer for the Music Department at
Columbia College Chicago.

Shelley Cornia (Costume Designer) is
thrilled to return to Forward Theater this
season for [ronbound having previously

designed Summer, 1976 and The Flying
Lovers of Vitebsk with the company. Recent
works at Children’s Theater of Madison
include A Christmas Carol, Anne Frank,
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, and Matilda. With
University Theater UW-Madison: Fences
and Joe Turner’s Come and Gone. Ohio Light
Opera highlights include Orpheus in the
Underworld, and the world premiere of

Le Petite Duc. Other productions include
Midsummer Night's Dream and Tartuffe,
Eastman School of Music; La Traviata, LSU
Opera; and Iphigenia at Tarsus, University
Opera-UW Madison. Shelley was awarded a
Kennedy Center Design Fellowship for work
on Trojan Women. Love to RSC.

Abbi Hess (Stage Manager) is grateful
to be back for a sixth season with
Forward Theater Company and as the
season’s stage manager! Past favorite
credits include: Bare & The Amish

Project, Outskirts Theatre Co.; Mamma
Mia, Lake Country Playhouse; Next

to Normal & Hamlet: A Cover, Carroll
University; 2 Pianos 4 Hands & The Legend
of Georgia McBride, Milwaukee Rep; Every
Brilliant Thing, Imbroglio, Much Ado About
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PRODUCTION ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES conT.

Nothing, The Comedy of Errors, Great River
Shakespeare Festival; Airness, Artemisia, The
Flying Lovers of Vitebsk, King James, Forward
Theater. Thank you to family, friends, and
the supportive people at Forward Theater!

Marcella Kearns (Director) is making her
Forward directorial debut with lronbound,
though she is a veteran of Forward'’s stage
(Life Sucks, Vanya and Sonia and Masha
and Spike, 44 Plays for 44 Presidents, The
Love That Changed My Life Monologue
Festival) and proud staff member. Selected
directing credits include projects for

Utah Shakespeare Festival, Children’s
Theater of Madison, Milwaukee Chamber
Theatre, Third Avenue PlayWorks, First
Stage, Door Shakespeare, Marquette
University, Carthage College, and UW-
Milwaukee, including the world premieres
of Fighting for Home: Stories of Women

Who Serve and Girls in the Boat. A member
of Actors’ Equity Association, she holds

a Master of Fine Arts in Acting from

the University of South Carolina and a
Bachelor of Arts in English from Canisius
University. She completed a Fulbright
Fellowship in Vienna, Austria and a Theatre
Communications Group Observership on
Shakespeare training. This one’s for Babcia i
Matka. Sto Lat!

Ali Mansouri (Assistant Director) is a
theatre director, playwright, and PhD
candidate at the University of Wisconsin—
Madison. He holds a master’s degree in
theater directing from the Art University of
Tehran. Ali's work is grounded in a strong
interest in applied theatre and theatre for
social change, and he is especially drawn
to collaborative, community-centered
processes. At Forward Theater Company,
Ali previously worked as the assistant
director on King James (2023) and most
recently directed Karl Curtis's If There’s

One Thing... as part of the Guilty Pleasures
monologue festival this past summer.
Alongside his academic work, he continues
to explore how theatre can create spaces
for listening, connection, and shared
inquiry. Ali feels incredibly lucky to have
found an artistic home in Madison and at

Forward Theater Company

Forward Theater, where he is grateful for
the generosity, trust, and creativity of the
people he gets to work with.

Martyna Majok (Playwright) was born
in Bytom, Poland, and aged in Jersey and
Chicago. Productions include Queens
(Lincoln Center Theatre/LCT3, Upcoming);
Cost of Living (Manhattan Theatre Club
and Williamstown Theatre Festival);

and Ironbound (Ratllestick Playwrights
Theater/Women's Project Theatre). In
addition, her plays have been performed
and developed at Steppenwolf Theatre
Company, Actors Theatre of Louisville,
Ensemble Studio Theatre, Round House
Theatre, LAByrinth Theatre Company, The
John F. Kennedy Center, Dorset Theatre
Festival, Marin Theatre Company and

New York Stage & Film, among others.
Awards include The Dramatists Guild’s
Lanford Wilson Award, Helen Hayes
Award’s Charles MacArthur Award for
Outstanding Original New Play or Musical,
the inaugural Women’s Invitational

Prize at Ashland New Play Festival, The
Kennedy Center’s Jean Kennedy Smith
Award, Marin Theatre’s David Calicchio
Emerging American Playwright Prize, New
York Theatre Workshop's 2050 Fellowship,
Aurora Theatre’s Global Age Project Prize,
National New Play Network’s Smith Prize
for Political Playwriting, Jane Chambers
Student Feminist Playwriting Prize, and
The Merage Foundation Fellowship for the
American Dream.

Jolie Sarajian (Props Director) is excited
for their second season with Forward
Theater Company. Their recent properties
credits include Props Designer with
Madison Opera and Props Supervisor with
the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival.
Jolie also enjoys working in other avenues
of theater, such as lighting design for
Hamlet, Mercury Players Theatre; costume
and lighting design for Da Classroom Aint
Enuf, Broom Street Theater, and costume
design for Peter and the Starcatcher,
University Theatre at UW-Madison.



PRODUCTION ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES conT.

Lisa Schlenker (Scenic Designer) is
delighted to be back at Forward Theater,
collaborating on this beautiful story

of triumph over adversity. She is also
thankful to serve as Resident Scenic
Designer and Production Manager at
Northern Sky Theater, telling stories
through song in the north woods. For
over three decades Lisa has devoted time
and passion to advancing skills in prop
making, scenic design, and production
management. Lisa’s book with co-author
Sandra Strawn: The Properties Director’s
Tool Kit is available through Focal Press
and on Amazon.com. Lisa has enjoyed
the recent pleasure of collaborating

with several wonderful companies
including Milwaukee Repertory Theater,
The Florentine Opera, Next Act, Milwaukee
Chamber Theatre, Renaissance
Theaterworks, Milwaukee Opera Theatre,
First Stage, and Opera Lafayette. Lisa is

a proud member of Local USA 829, IATSE.
Thank you for supporting live local theater!

Mackenzie Smith (Assistant Stage
Manager) is appreciative and excited to
be back for a second show with Forward
Theater Company. Select favorite credits
include: Gutenberg! The Musical!, Forward
Theater Company; The Barber and the
Unnamed Prince, American Players
Theatre; Life Doesn't Frighten Me, The
Lightning Thief, Peter Pan; Children’s Theater
of Madison. They would like to thank all of
the people in their life that support them,
and Forward Theater for bringing them
onto the team!

Noele Stollmack (Scenic & Lighting
Designer) Noele Stollmack’s design
work has appeared onstage at The
Brooklyn Academy of Music, Sydney
Opera House, Carnegie Hall, Verizon
Hall, The Library of Congress Theatre, as
well as the opera companies of Santa Fe,
Ontario, Houston, Portland, Vancouver,
New Orleans, Nashville, Madison and
Milwaukee. Regional design for the
theatre includes Jeff Daniels Purple

Rose Theatre, Baltimore Center Stage,
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Houston’s

Alley Theatre, Wisconsin's Milwaukee
Rep, Chamber Theatre, Renaissance
Theaterworks, Skylight Music Theatre,
American Players Theatre, Forward Theater
and First Stage. As Lighting Director for
Houston Grand Opera, she supervised
the lighting and special effects for over
50 productions along with designing
the lighting for such productions as
Andrei Serban’s Elektra, Dr. Jonathan
Miller’s Der Rosenkavelier, Aida, and the
world premieres of Harvey Milk, Desert of
Roses, and Dracula Diary. Her AIA award
winning architectural and public space
lighting is installed throughout the
Midwest. Member: United Scenic Arts
Local 829.

Actors’' Equity Association — AEA, or
“Equity,” founded in 1913, is the U.S. labor
union that represents more than 51,000
professional Actors and Stage Managers.
Equity fosters the art of live theatre as

an essential component of society and
advances the careers of its members by
negotiating wages, improving working
conditions and providing a wide range
of benefits, including health and pension
plans. Actors’ Equity is a member of the
AFL-CIO and is affiliated with FIA, an
international organization of performing
arts unions. Equity is governed by its own
members through an elected Council,
representing principal actors, chorus
actors and stage managers living in three
regions: Eastern, Central and Western.
Members at-large participate in Equity’s
governance through a system of regional
Boards and Committees. Equity has 28
designated area liaison cities with over 100
members each.
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Bri Collins (Audience & Donor Relations
Manager) manages audience services and
donor relations for Forward Theater. She has
been born and raised mostly in the Madison
area. She graduated from UW Stevens

Point with a BFA in Theater Design and
Technology in Stage Management. After
graduation she moved to the Twin Cities

to work in the Regional Theater scene. Bri

is excited to experience her second season
here at Forward. She is passionate about
making theater accessible to everyone

with the high quality of work that Forward
Theater produces.

Scott Haden (Director of Marketing)

has been Forward Theater’s Director of
Marketing since 2013. He previously served
as Managing Director of the Rocky Mountain
Repertory Theatre in Grand Lake, CO, and
has enjoyed acting at various regional
theaters across the country, including
American Players Theatre, Utah Shakespeare
Festival, Chicago Shakespeare Theatre,
Writers'Theatre, Madison Repertory Theatre,
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, and Theatre

at the Center. For FTC, Scott appeared

in the Two Steps Forward Monologue

Festival and Russian Troll Farm. Scott is a
proud member of Actors’ Equity, and holds
a BFA in Musical Theatre from the Webster
University Conservatory of Theatre Arts.

Marcella Kearns (Artistic Associate) is a
Milwaukee-based artist and administrator.
A member of Actors’ Equity Association

and former Fulbright Fellow (Austria), she
also serves on the faculty of First Stage's
Young Company, Marquette University,
and the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
Her directing credits include the world
premieres of Fighting For Home: Stories of
Women Who Serve and Alice Austen’s Girls
in the Boat. As an actor, she has most

often split her time between Madison and
Milwaukee; at Forward, she appeared in 44
Plays for 44 Presidents, Vanya and Sonia and
Masha and Spike, Life Sucks, and Forward’s
inaugural Monologue Festival, The Love That
Changed My Life, where she originated one
of a pair of Christopher Durang pieces. She
holds an MFA in Acting from the University

Forward Theater Company

of South Carolina and a BA in English from
Canisius University, and she completed

a TCG Observership in approaches to
Shakespeare training.

Celia Klehr (Company Manager)
co-founded FTC by bringing together
professional theater artists around her dining
table when the Madison Repertory Theatre
closed in 2009. Because she believes that
theater is most relevant when it is for, by, and
of a community, Celia has made Madison her
home, both professionally and personally.
She was a founding member of Madison
Rep’s Acting Company. During her 14 years
with the Madison Rep she appeared in more
than 20 productions, served as company
manager for three years, and earned her
Equity card. As the Company Manager for
FTC, she hosts Advisory Company meetings,
staff retreats, family picnics, and fundraising
events at her home on Madison’s east side.
Along with finding homes for our visiting
artists, Celia works to help all our artists feel
at home and able to do their best work.

You will find her in the lobby greeting our
audience.

Sarah Milestone (Director of
Development) joined the Forward staff in
2021. She holds a degree in Art History and
Women'’s Studies from the University of
Wisconsin, Madison. Sarah previously

led development, strategic planning and
special events for several arts organizations
including the Guggenheim Museum,
Whitney Museum, American Ballet Theatre,
Wisconsin Historical Foundation, and
Taliesin Preservation. In addition, she serves
on the Board of Visitors of the UW Madison
Art Department and Briarpatch Youth
Services. Sarah grew up in Madison, and
now lives just steps from Overture Center
with her sweet pup, Pearl.

Alex Moskoff (Business Manager) has
been Forward’s Business Manager since
2012. He started as a part time employee,
then continued to work with Forward
through an outside accounting firm, and
more recently continued his work with
Forward through his own small accounting
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business, Counting On the Arts, in order to
focus on non-profit arts organizations. Alex
serves several other arts organizations in
the area. He has a Bachelor’s degree in legal
studies (and studied film and television)

at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
After college Alex worked as a production
accountant at Warner Bros. Television in Los
Angeles. A native Madisonian, Alex lives on
the east side with his wife (a professional
chef/baker), and their daughter Olivia.

Julie Swenson (Managing Director)
joined Forward as Managing Director

after 17 seasons as Producing Director for
Renaissance Theaterworks in Milwaukee.
Julie received a BA in theater from lllinois
Wesleyan University and became a member
of Actors’ Equity Association while living

in New York City. Julie fell in love with the
Forward family when she worked as an
actor in Forward’s production of Vanya and
Sonia and Masha and Spike in the role of
Masha. Outside of theater she served on
the Village of Nashotah board serving as

President for two terms and was the host
of New Home Building Today on WTMJ-4
in Milwaukee. She is a member of the
Downtown Rotary Madison, Co-chair of
their Mentor/Scholar committee, and a
member of the Board of Directors.

Jen Uphoff Gray (Artistic Director) is

a co-founder of FTC, serving as Artistic
Director since 2009. She has directed

32 mainstage productions for Forward.
Regionally, Jen has directed for Madison
Rep and Milwaukee Shakespeare. She

has directed national tours (Copenhagen)
and was the Associate Director on
Broadway of Copenhagen, Cabaret, The Blue
Room (starring Nicole Kidman) and The Life.
Jen founded World Premiere Wisconsin, and
is now serving as President of WPW's Board
of Directors. Jen grew up in the Madison
area, holds a degree in Dramatic Literature
& Stage History from Harvard College, and
with her husband Peter has raised their
three kids (Jamie, Seeger, and Arden) on
Madison’s west side.

’Stafford
Rosenbaumue

Serving individuals,

nonprofits, businesses,
and local governments.

e Full-service law firm

Attorneys

Proud sponsors of
Forward
Theater

e Madison & Milwaukee locations

e 145+ years of client dedication
staffordlaw.com
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FORWARD THEATER’'S ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS

We extend our deepest appreciation to the following individuals and organizations
for their generous support of our annual operations.

In a typical year, ticket revenue covers only 50% of the full cost of presenting live theater.
Accumulated support from donors over the last year bridges the gap and enables
Forward to provide exceptional theater experiences.

Whether you have made a first-time gift or you have faithfully supported Forward
Theater throughout the years, you are part of our theater community and Forward'’s
history. Thank you.

We are pleased to recognize contributions and event leadership support received
between December 1, 2024 - December 16, 2025. If you notice any discrepancies
or have questions, please contact Sarah Milestone at 608-234-5001 or smilestone@
forwardtheater.com.

To make a tax-deductible donation to Forward Theater online or learn about donor
benefits, visit our website at forwardtheater.com. To mail in a contribution, please use the
following address: Forward Theater, P.O. Box 14574, Madison, W1 53708.

ANNUAL GIVING

$25,000 and above
Nancy Ciezki & Diane Kostecke
The Shubert Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Sybil & Maurice Better
Jane Coleman
DeAtley Family Foundation
Margie Devereaux & David Hall
The Evjue Foundation
Peggy Hedberg
Robert Kirchdoerfer
Susan & Jonathan Lipp
Madison Gas & Electric
Lawrence & Julie Midtbo
Jacqui & Steve Suleski
TruStage
Wisconsin Arts Board
Janet Zimmerman

$2,500 - $9,999 Linda Baldwin O'Hern & Sandra & Larry Benz
Deborah & James Ader Vince O'Hern Patricia Hanson & Terri Bleck
Christopher Alban Janneke & Richard Baske Beth Bovis &
Rozan & Brian Anderson Kelsey Baubie David Feldstein

Forward Theater Company
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Peggy & Christopher Bugg

Counting on the Arts

DeWitt LLC

Jessica & Jim Doyle

Endres Manufacturing
Company

Brenda & Jon Furlow

Erica Fox Gehrig &
Mark Gehrig

Karen Godshall

Amie Goldman &
David Gundersen

Elaine Griffin & Mike Fischer

JoAnn Gruber-Hagen &
Doug Hagen

Monica Jaehnig

Joan Karan

Voula Kodoyianni &
Tom Record

Kleo Baruth Kritz &
Thomas Hurst

Lake Ridge Bank

Sheryl & Roger Lepage

Sally & John Mather

Marriott Daughters
Foundation

Karen & Allan Moore

Kathie Nichols

Zorba & Penny Paster

Judith Pierotti

Jean & Terry Prahl

Pleasant Rowland

Susan A. Riedel

Mary Rowin

Mary Ellyn & Joe
Sensenbrenner

Stafford Rosenbaum LLP

Nancy Loving Tubesing &
Don Tubesing

Mary & Lee Waldhart

Susan Young

Judith Zwirlein

Anonymous (2)

$1,000 - $2,499
Paul & Bob Alt
Merry Anderson

Maytee Aspuro &

Tricia Noriega
Nancy & Dean

Baumgardner
Barbara & Norm Berven
Jean Bjorenson &

B. Peter Austin
Kit & Phil Blake
Diane Bless
Carla Draper & Peg Carlson
Bonnie Denmark Friedman
Cynthia DiCamelli
Carla & Michael Dilorio
Kim & Bill Donovan
Susan Dopp & Ron

Biendseil
Alexandra & William Dove
Marilyn Dreger
Susan & Joe Drennan
Dr.Theresa Drinka &

Dr. Paul Drinka
Barb Rex & Jim Eggler
Kristine Euclide &

Doug Steege
Lari & Paul Fanlund
Evey & Jim Fleming
Andrea & Mike Foley
Sara & Chris Fortune
Susan French &

Brian Driscoll
Deirdre Garton
Roberta Gassman &

Lester Pines
Louise Goldstein &

Bruce Thomadsen
Virginia Graves &

Peter Tropman
Jennifer Uphoff Gray &

Peter Gray
Karla & John Groenenboom
Janice Grutzner
Jane Hamblen &

Robert Lemanske
Bruce & Korinna Hansen
Margaret Harrigan &

Richard Ross
Bob Hodgson & Dot Steele
William & Anne Hunnex

Judy & Scott Kerr
Birke Knipping &
Ryan Parks
Kathy Lawler & Fritz Kruger
Tim Lardinois
Jennifer & James Lattis
Efrat Livny & Ken Baun
Lovers of the Arts
Pete & Jill Lundberg
Colleen McCabe
Nancy McCartan
Mari & Dan McCarty
Mary Jo & Guy McDonald
Nancy McGill
Lynn & Gary Mecklenburg
Ron Mensink Fund of
Madison Community
Foundation
Mary & Don Metz
David Myers
Jolen & Chad Neumann
Julia & Tom Nicholas
Jane & John Norman
Pamela Oliver &
John Lemke
Patrice Peltier
Martha Pernokas &
Clark Johnson
Pam Ploetz
Susan Rather & Jeffrey Tews
Linda Reivitz
Tom Reps & Fran Wong
Evan & Catherine Richards
Ann Rifenberg
Bing & DeeDee Rikkers
Elaine Rosenblatt
Kelda Roys & Dan Reed
Susan & Michael Schall
Orange Schroeder
Mary Schroth & Gary Tritz
Lynda Sharpe
Pat & Tim Size
Lori Sulmasy &
Chad Speight
Jane Taves
Barbara Tesch &
Michael Szulczewski
Ketty Thertus
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Scott Thornton
Carol Trapp
Marsha VanDomelen &
Philip Shultz
Alice & Peter Waldron
Cathy & Ted Waskowski
Bill White
Ledell Zellers &
Simon Anderson
Susan & Jim Zerwick
Anonymous (3)

$500 - $999
Lacey Alexander
Carla & Fernando Alvarado
Marilou & Jim Angevine
Rima & Michael Apple
Jean M. Bahr
Cindy & Orion Bawdon
Donna & George Beestman
Lynn & Dennis Christensen
Philippa Claude &
Tony Stretton
Linda & Keith Clifford
Wendy & David Coe
Wendy & Fred Coleman
Miriam Colton &
Holly Rehberg
Kris & Dan Cunningham
Nora Cusack & Brent Nicastro
Nancy Daly
Deb Douglas & Ray Aldag
Katie Dowling-Marcus &
Ben Marcus
Deidre & John Dunn
Fred Edelman
Oliver Eng
Victoria & Tim Enright
Cynthia France
Paul Gibler & Tom DeChant
Joanne & Thomas Gobel
Dolores Gohdes
Dianne Greenley
Connie & Wayne Grogan
Lynn & Harry Halme
Richard Hammerstrom
Eileen Hanneman
Rachel & Gil Hillman
Jerome & DeeDee Jones
John Kingsbury
Laurel Kinosian
Mary Klink & Jim Giesen
JoAnne & Jack Kloppenburg

22  Forward Theater Company

Lorene & Steve Kowalsky
Hallie Kuenning &

Brian Spencer
Susan & Steve LaBelle
Judy Levine
Joseph Lloyd
Janet & Jay Loewi
Alice Margerum &

Steve Walton
Lee Marquardt
Kathleen Massoth &

Bruce Edmonson
Marylynne Mehl
Tim Metcalfe
LuAnn & Joe Meyers
Katie Middleton &

Jay Couser
Jane & Duane Miller
Nancy & Mark Moore
Joyce & Dan Muxfeld
Karen Nakasone
Tamara Moe
Julie Ottum &

David Runstrom
Paula & Russell Panczenko
Reynold V. Peterson
Kathleen Quinn
Michele & Jim Rohan
Terry Ruzicka &

Ronald S. Luskin
Ann &Tim Salutz
Beth B and Steve Schaffer
Diane & Howard Schuck
Erica Serlin & Ken Kushner
V + A Sheldon
Nancy & George Shook
Judy Sikora
Joe Silverberg
Kelly Parks Snider &

John Snider
Maggie Steele &

Gregg Nettesheim

Phyllis & Joe Stertz
Marjorie Stewart

Marcia & Richard Taugher
CheriTeal

Frances Vavrus

Susan West

Marybeth Wilk &

Katherine Brophy
Jennifer & Bob Winding
Susan & Rolf Wulfsberg

$250 - $499
Hildegard & Julius Adler
Marge & Bruce Anderson
Annen Family
Mary Jane Armstrong &
Ed Krinsky
Anne S. Arnesen
Larry Bechler
Deborah & Donald Beduhn
Holly Berkenstadt
Pris Boroniec &
Louis Cornelius
Terry Bloom
Laurie & Todd Brachman
Michael K. Bridgeman
Mary Lou Brown
Catherine Buege
Sarah & David Canon
Sandy Carlson
Carol Cohen
Donna & Mik Crane
Romeo Dais
Cari & Steve DiTullio
Eve Drury & Peter Beatty
Bobbi & Matthew Dumas
Jennifer Eikren &
Clay Norrbom
Laurie Elwell & Rick Niess
Rita & Edward Emmenegger
Karen Faster Passthrough
Fund of Madison
Community Foundation
Kay Gabriel & Fiona McTavish
Aimee Granger &
David Ziegahn
Robert & Georgia Graves
Liz & John Heiner
Jim & Kathy Herman
Cynthia S. Hiteman
Ed Hughes
Jean & Steven Huxmann
Chele Isaac & John Neis
Margaret & Paul Irwin
Pamela Tobey Jesien &
George Jesien
Scott Johnson
Rosemary & Lee Jones
Deb Jurmu
James Kaplan
Leslie & Dan Kemp
Pamela & John Kitslaar
Larry M. Kneeland
Milka & Ivan Knezevic
James Krikelas
David Lawver
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Gillian & Tim Lechmaier
Roma Lenehan
Linda & Andrew Levi
Mary & Eileen Maher
Janine Matulionis
June & Mike McCowin
Susan Millar
Jennifer Morgan
Leah & Gary Narans
Dan O’Brien
Patricia & Allen Patek
Tammy & Tim Peyton
Susan & Hans Pigorsch
Jill Anna Ponasik &
William Bradley
Sharon & Ken Poniewaz
Kris & Dan Powers
Beth & Peter Rahko
Sherry Reames
Donna & Richard Reinardy
Carol Roan & Jim Schewe
Jo Anne Robbins & David Falk
Susan Roehlk & John Hayward
Ronnie Hess & Ron Rosner
Sue Milch & Wilton Sanders
Suzanne & James
Scheuerman
Marcia Schmidt
Marlys & Patrick Semple
Claire Shaffer
Margaret & David Sharpe
Sonjia Short & Michael Croft
Carolin Showers
Maureen Skelton
Kathy Speck & Gabor Kemeny
David Stone
Elaine B. Strassburg
Arlene & John Strikwerda
Paul Tanzer
Karen & Russell Tomar
Madeline Uraneck
Martha Vukelich-Austin &
George Austin
Sally Weidemann &
Chuck Mitchell
Jennifer A. Younger &
Tom Rae Smith
Peg & Tom Zanzig
Bob & Cindy Zellers

$100 - $249
Betsy Abramson &
David Seligman
George Affeidt
Willa Aldstadt

Asya Alexandrovich &
Maxim Vavilov
Nancy Amacher
Peggy Anderson
Helene Androski & Larry Gray
Chris Antonuzzo &
Wade DallaGrana
Kate & Joe Arena
Arnol Family Gift Fund
Lori Aschenbrenner
Laurie Augustyn-Fier
Jean Azemove & Ted Finman
Elizabeth & Charles Barnhill
Thomas W. Benson
Susan & George Benton
Luise & Richard Beringer
Shari Bernstein
Anna Biermeier &
Roger Hanson
Penny & Malcolm Brett
Joyce & Daniel Bromley
Claudia & David Brown
Renee & Bret Buchanan
Anna J. Campbell
Carol & Peter Carstensen
Jacqui Carrasco & David Ford
Robin Chapman &
William Zarwell
Melissa & Mo Cheeks
Jennifer Christensen
Dianne & Dave Cieslewicz
Barbara Clapp
Joyce & Charlie Clark
Cindy & Mike Collins
Shannon Coltrane
Jane Crandall
Betsy Curtis D’Angelo
Barb & Dan Danahy
Cara Joy David
Avis & Richard Davis
Geke de Vries
Kathy DeMets & Greg Bollom
Laura Deming & Jack Stubbs
Donalea Dinsmore
Melinda Dorris
Jane Doughty & David Wood
Doris & Richard Dubielzig
Mary & Peter Duff
Diana DuPont
Louise Elbaum
Jane Elder & Bill Davis
Claudia English &
Peter Gascoyne
Phyllis Ermer
Reenie Euhardy

Jenny & Michael Fehrenbach
Connie Finnegan & Joe Spolar
Maureen & David Flanagan
Barbara & David Flesch
Kathryn Forde
Sandra & William Frazee
Janet & Byron Frenz
Laurie & David Friedman
Jacki & Milt Friend
Caroline Garber
Jan Garske
Janice Gehrke
Terry Gibson
Nancy Griswold
Reed Groethe
Jane Grogan & Bob Blitzke
Ann & Terry Haden
Maria Hanson
Lois Harr
Brent Hazelton & Trina Nance
Bob Hoffman
Judy Howard & Amy Scarr
Rod & Jean Jacobson
Sue Janczak
Mike Davis & Julann Jatczak
William Johnson
Ed Jordan & Melissa Coons
Richard Jordan
Rita & Martin Kades
Jean Kasten
Marilyn Kay
Shanda Kennedy
Connie Kilmark
Carol Klukaczewski
Joyce Knutson
Cathy Kooistra
Kremer Family
Jamie & David Pekarek Krohn
Erica Kruger
Carrie Kruse & Ellen Pryor
Paul & Jude Kuenn
Kathy Kuntz &

Henry Huemmer
Merilyn Kupferberg
Judy & Richard Kvalheim
Ellen Lawrence
Phyllis Lefcowitz
Madeline & Barry Light
Diane & Bill Littman
Sally Lorenz
Joe Lowndes
Linda & Paul Ludden
Tammy &

K. Delmar Madsen
Karin Mahony & Adam Balin
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Jill Maidenberg & Richard Thal
Lois & David McDonald
Janet Mertz & Jonathan Kane
Sarah Bahauddin &
Mark Micek
Linda Cohn & Gary Miller
Marjorie & Gene Miller
Sharla Miller
Nancy Mohs
Kitty Moore
Paul K. Morgan
The Moskoff Family
Ken Mount
Tess Mulrooney &
Paul Eastwood
Mary Murrell
National Financial Services
John Nelson
Beverly Nilles
Casey & Eric Oelkers
Jennifer Ondrejka & Tom Rudy
Gail & Bill O'Neal
Ann Ostrom
Guila & Jonathan Parker
Pat Parks
Patricia Paska
Suzanne & Cliff Perkins
Seeding Equity
Dian & Jerald Polly
Michelle Pribyl
Sandra & Chris Queram
Mary & Ken Quinn
Coyla Rankin
Dr. Emilie Schwarz &
Gregory Reed
Karen Rendall
Renee & Brian Rodeck
Alexandria Roe
Sarah Rose
Marlene Ross & Roy Podolak
Karen & Jim Rouse
Karen Rouse
Nancy & Robert Rudd
Don & Barb Sanford
Lynn & Tom Schmidt
Renae & Todd Donkle
Hollis & Lawrence Schuetz
Linda K. Scott
Christine Seibert
Liz & John Senseman
Virginia A. Shannon
Roseann Sheridan
Greg Shue
Jordan Siegler & Lukas Dietz

Forward Theater Company

Wendy Moore Skinner &
James Skinner

Meg Skinner

Jennifer Smith

Ina & Ted Smolker

Brenda Smyth &
Leonard Saari

Debra Snyder

Anita Sprenger &
Michael Cain

Jayne Squirrell

Mary Strickland

Noah Strong

Karen Suhre

Nancy & Tom Sundal

Georgie & Jerry Suttin

Betty Thompson

Joanna & Don Thompson

Patty Thompson

Karen Timberlake

Dorothea Torstenson

Harry Tschopik

Angela Tullar

Elizabeth Tuttle

Susan & Benedek Valko

Andree Valley

Mary Van Kleeck

Teri Venker

Michael Verveer

Deborah Weber

Beth Weber & Duane Beckett

Ann F. Wenzel

Bill White

Liz Whitesel

Eve Wilkie & James Clum

Bob Wolbert

Nancy & James Youngerman

Roland Zerofsky

Judy Ziewacz

Anonymous (2)

$25-5$99

Rick Abegglen

Tamara & Gary Albrecht

Beth Amato

Holly Anderson

Barbara Andrews &
Howard Steinberg

Robert Balderson

Patricia Ball

Kritstin & Tom Bauer

Lynn & Paul Baumgart

Connie & David Beam

Jan Blakeslee

Lisa Bolduc
Ann & Dick Burgess
Stephanie & Jim Buske
Emily & Gordon Carncross
Edward G. Clarke
Leslie & Russell Coff
Gigi Coleman
Molly Costanzo
Betty & Corkey Custer
Janet & David Daniel
Marta Meyers & lan Davies
Gina DeGiovanni
Sally Drew
Kelley & Tom Engle
Nancy Feingold &
Doug Green
Burdett Fraser
Susan Friedman-Hill &
Greg Hill
Suzanne & Russell Gardner
Mary Gillham
Michael Goldsberry
Betty & Walter Gray
Elizabeth Green & Ed Kuharski
Cathy Loeb & David Griffeath
Michael Griffith
Sarah & John Helgeson
Lee Henn
Lynne &Terry Hill
Bill & Sara Lee Hinckley
James Hudson
Jim Hudson & Diane Martin
Nona Hill & Clark Johnson
Doug & Kathy Johnson
Stan & Leann Johnson
Sue Jones & Deb Flanders
Jason Joyce
Beth Junge
Nancy Kendall
Carla & Ron Klehr
Kimberly Knoche
Penny & Jerry Koerner
Lynne Krainer
Ann Lacy
Mary Struckmeyer &
Larry LaMar
Nancy Leff & KC Lerner
Joanne & Bob Lenburg
Eugenia Lerum
Annie Levihn & Bill Karls
Joe Loehnis & Evan Moss
Jean MacCubbin &
Alan Seeger
Mary Malaney
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Marjorie & Pater Marion

DeeAnn Adele Martin

Carol McCarthy

Charles McLimans &
Richard Merrion

Marchelle Mertens

Kathy & David Michaelis

Marianne Morton &
Bob Mitchell

Amy Lenard & Binit Mohanty

Aleta Murray

Mary Murray

Phyllis & James Nelson

Heidi & Tom Notbohm

Gretchen Patey

Ginny Pease

Judith Ann Troia

Anna Trull & John Stofflet
Sue & Tom Ullsvik

Gail & Del Underbakke

Alice & Tom Pedersen
Carol & Robert Prugh
Kathleen Rasmussen
Sara Roberts

David Ronis Charles Uphoff
Beverly Royston Monica Usrey
Cathy Donaldson & Susan Vogt
John Sheski Mary Weber
Karen Sielaff Julie Wilhelm
Debra Simon Jason Wingard
Susan Sprague Hope Winship
Luanne & David Storley Cheryl Wittke
Jacqui & Steve Suleski Kathy & Chris Ziemba

Margaret & Myron Talcott
Annette Talis
Kate Walker Tappero

Anonymous (4)

MATCHING GIFT ORGANIZATIONS

Forward Theater Company acknowledges with
gratitude support from the following matching gift programs:

AbbVie
Alliant Energy Foundation
American Family Insurance

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Eli Lilly & Company
First Weber Realtors
Google
Heartland Financial Bank
IBM
Johnson Controls
Promega Corporation
Starbucks
The Walt Disney Company
US Bank
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TRIBUTE GIFTS

Forward Theater is grateful to the following individuals
who give as a tribute to others.

In honor of Rozan Anderson
Cari & Steve DiTullio

In honor of Sarah Deming & Sarah Day
Laura Deming & Jack Stubbs

In honor of Don & Barb Dinsmore
Donalea Dinsmore

In honor of Bill Doolan & Marilyn Clauson
Lacey Alexander

In memory of Dr. Robert Dott
George Affeldt

In honor of Theadale & Robert Eggleston
Tamara & Gary Albrecht

In honor of Josephine B. Fischer
Jane & Duane Miller

In honor of Chuck Ford &

in memory of Sharon James
Carla & Fernando Alvarado
Jacqui Carrasco & David Ford

In memory of Steve Gibson
Patricia & Allen Patek

In honor of Sharon Goldfarb
Nancy Kendall

In honor of Amie Goldman
Larry & Sandra Benz

In honor of Frances R. Goldstein
Louise Goldstein & Bruce Thomadsen

In memory of Suzy Griffiths
Colleen McCabe

In honor of Kathy Harker
Pam Ploetz

In memory of Kelly L. Hatch
Annie Levihn

In honor of Kenneth Hill
Marybeth Wilk & Katherine Brophy

In honor of Jean Holliday Huxmann
Jean & Steven Huxmann

In honor of Miranda Jones
Nancy & James Youngerman

In honor of Celia Klehr
David Ronis

In honor of Judith & Edwin Klehr
Carla & Ron Klehr

Forward Theater Company

In memory of Judy Klehr
Philippa Claude & Tony Stretton
Scott Thornton
In memory of Joan G. Krikelas
James Krikelas
In honor of Princeton & Portia Langel
Michelle Yun
In honor of Gary Lyons
Jayne Squirrell
In honor of Colleen Madden &
Marcus Truschinski
Cathy Donaldson & John Sheski
In memory of Raymond C. Matulionis
Janine Matulionis
In honor of Tim Mumm
Connie Kilmark
In honor of Susan Pigorsch
Nora Cusack & Brent Nicastro
In memory of Dan Pierotti
Judith Pierotti
In honor of Dr. Jason Stephenson
Jason Wingard
In memory of Patty Struck
Larry Bechler
In memory of Tom Sullivan
Karen Nakasone
In honor of Julie Swenson
William Bradley & Jill Anna Ponasik
In memory of Carol Toussaint
Linda Baldwin O'Hern & Vince O'Hern
In honor of Jen Uphoff Gray
Charles Uphoff
In honor of Teddy Zehner
Victoria & Tim Enright
In honor of the wonderful people
who make Forward Theater
Jill & Pete Lundberg



Do you make the marketing,
community engagement, or
philanthropy decisions

for your company

or Foundation?

We'd love to hear from you.

- Sponsorship opportunities begin at $2,500.
For more information or to discuss giving options,
please call Development Director Sarah Milestone at
608.234.5001 or smilestone@forwardtheater.com.

James Carrington, Terry Bell, & Lachrisa Grandberry in Primary Trust
Photo by Ross Zentner
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FUTURE %4
FORWARD

ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN

Thanks to a generous match challenge from the Pleasant T. Rowland Foundation, Forward Theater
now has a $4 million endowment fund.

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL TO EVERYONE who went above and beyond to support this significant
achievement. Thank you to all who contributed (in alphabetical order):

Sharon Abrams - Casem AbuLughod & Amber McReynolds « Deborah & James Ader - George Affeldt
Mary Kay Aide « Christopher Alban - Dave Alcorn & Ivana Ugrcic - Willa Aldstadt - Carla & Fernando
Alvarado « Javon Alyasiri & Theron Parsons « Nancy Amacher « Rozan & Brian Anderson « Gail Anderson &
Dan Elsass « Henry Anderson « Jim & Marilou Angevine - Mary Anglim « Rima & Michael Apple « Joe &
Kate Arena - Katherine Arnesen « Maytee Aspuro & Tricia Noriega » George Austin & Martha Vukelich-
Austin « Maxine Austin & Dennis Dresang « Jean M. Bahr « Linda Baldwin O’Hern & Vince O’Hern « Diane
Ballweg « Rose Barroilhet « Jeffrey & Angela Bartell - Chad & Julie Bartell « Kleo Baruth Kritz &Thomas
Hurst « Kathleen S. Bass « Cindy Baubie « Kelsey Baubie « Kerry Baubie « Susan & Ellis Bauman « Dean &
Nancy Baumgardner - Marshall & Wendy Beck - Donna & George Beestman - Pat Behling - Patricia &
Greg Bell « Lois Bence - Susan & George Benton - Larry & Sandra Benz « Jason Beren & Erin Luken «
Richard & Luise Beringer « Bennett Berson & Rebecca Holmes « Rikhil Bhavnani & Dustin Brown « Jean
Bjorenson - Paula Bonner & Ann Schaffer - Beth Bovis & David Feldstein « Jill Bradshaw - Laura Braza &
Geoff Vitiello - Malcolm & Penny Brett - David & Claudia Brown - Leslie Brunsell - Renee & Bret Buchanan
«Tracy Buchta - Catherine Buege - Barbara Buenger « Barry & Laura Burden « Marguerite Burns « Jim &
Stephanie Buske « Duncan Carlsmith « Melinda Carr - Carol & Peter Carstensen « Erin Celello & Aaron
Olver « Dave & Audra Chaimson « Jo Chalhoub - Katherine Charlton « Jennifer & Martin Chiaverini «
Jennifer Christensen « Nancy Ciezki & Diane Kostecke « Michelle Ciucci & Tim McCulloch « Charlie & Joyce
Clark - Janet & Mark Clear -Linda & Keith Clifford - Betty Cohen - Carol Cohen « Fred & Wendy Coleman «
Gigi Coleman « Jane Coleman « Mike & Cindy Collins « Ann Conroy « Catherine L. Copp « Louis Cornelius &
Pris Boroniec « Jay Couser & Katie Middleton « Mike & Donna Crane - Katie Dahl - David & Wendy Coe -
lan Davies & Marta Meyers « Sally Davis - Sarah Day - DeAtley Family Foundation « Greta Rasmussen
DeCoster & Tom DeCoster « Kathleen DeMets « Martha Deming & Ulrich Henes « Sarah Deming-Henes «
Martin Densch « Margie Devereaux & David Hall « Cynthia DiCamelli - Carla & Michael Dilorio « Jennifer
Dobby « Renae & Todd Donkle « Susan Dopp & Ron Biendseil « Kathy & Dennis Dorn « Tim & Sheri Doyle «
Theresa Drinka - Maxine Ducey - Bobbi & Matthew Dumas - Deidre Dunn - Beverly Dusso - Paul Dvorak &
Elizabeth Dvorak « Sue Dwyer - Deanna Earleywine « Fred Edelman - Jane Elder & Bill Davis - Rita &
Edward Emmenegger - Oliver Eng - Adam Erdmann & Shawn Langel - Ulla Evans « The Evjue Foundation
« Kate Ewings « Mary Kay Fahey - Lari & Paul Fanlund « Sandra Farkas « Hildy Feen « Michael & Jenny
Fehrenbach « Patty Fenner « Mike Fischer & Elaine Griffin « David & Maureen Flanagan - Jim & Evey
Fleming « David Flores - Charles N. Ford & Sharon L. James* - Betsy & Scott Forester - Samara Frame «
Cynthia France « Leslie & Thomas France « John & Julie Franz « W. Jerome Frautschi « Brandi Funk & Jeff
Campbell - Jon & Brenda Furlow « Mark John Gams « Deirdre Garton « Mari Gasiorowicz » Warren &
Sharon Gaskill « Alissa Gauger & Jennifer Smith - The Gillman Family Foundation - Bobby Goderich -
Amie Goldman & David Gundersen « Jeanne Gomoll & Scott Custis « Avery Goodrich Jr.« Mary T. Grace «
Michael Graham & Mary Ellen Kraus « Virginia Graves & Peter Tropman « Betty & Walter Gray « Dianne
Greenley - Tom Greist - Mary Louise Griffin & Dennis McGilligan - Nancy Griswold - Karla & John
Groenenboom « JoAnn Gruber-Hagen & Doug Hagen - Clare & Scott Haden « Richard & Lorilee Hamann «
Jane Hamblen & Robert Lemanske - Kriss Hamilton & Paul Goldschmidt « Larry Hamlin « Jeffrey Hamm «
Richard Hammerstrom « Amy Hanson « Patricia Hanson & Terri Bleck « Kathleen Harker - Margaret
Harrigan & Richard Ross « Vivian Heatwole « Peggy Hedberg - Jan & Maria Heide - Marci Henderson «
Brent Henry - Tom & Margaret Henzler- Jennifer Higgins & Bob Gillespie « Robin Hill - Susan Friedman
Hill - Rachel & Gil Hillman - Bob Hodgson & Dot Steele - Grace Homb - Nancy & Bill Horns « Judith Houck
« Hickory Hurie & Sharon Hutchinson « Ann Jablonski « Joan Jacobsen & Julie Woodward « Rod & Jean
Jacobson « Monica Jaehnig « Clark Johnson & Martha Pernokas « Scott Johnson « Sue Jones & Deb
Flanders « Ed Jordan and Melissa Coons « Richard Jordan « Susan Josheff « Roth & Lynne Judd - Deb
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Jurmu « Goldie Kadushin & Steven Morrison « Beth Kaplan & Gregg Larson « Jan Karlen « Jean Kasten « Polly
Kawalek « Marilyn Kay « Marcella Kearns « Dan & Leslie Kemp « Judy & Scott Kerr - Suzanne Kilkus « John
Kingsbury « Robert Kirchdoerfer « Rochelle Klaskin & Chris Eggers « Celia Klehr & Samuel White « Mary Klehr
+Tryg & Pam Knutson « Teresa Kobelt « Mike & Karin Jo Kohlman « Cathy Kooistra « Valerie Kozel « Debbie
Krause « Rachel & Josh Krause - Jeff Kravat « Susan Krebsbach « Andrew Krikelas « James Krikelas « Ed Krinsky
& Mary Jane Armstrong - Jamie & David Pekarek Krohn « Leo Kropywiansky - Amanda Kruger & Ryan
Pewowaruk - Fritz Kruger & Kathy Lawler - Maggie & Nathan Kudick « Paul & Jude Kuenn « Hallie Kuenning
& Brian Spencer « Mary & Tom Kuhn « Steve & Susan LaBelle « Richard & Meg LaBrie « Libby LaDue « Jo Laird -
Larry LaMar & Mary Struckmeyer « Peggy Langenfeld - Tim Lardinois « Rob Latousek & Brian McCormick «
Jennifer & James Lattis - Janet & Doug Laube - Diane R. Lauver - Lawton Charitable Gift Fund, of the Greater
Green Bay Community Foundation - David Lawver « Tim & Gillian Lechmaier - Nancy Leff & KC Lerner « Alice
& James Leidel - Roma Lenehan « Roger & Sheryl Lepage - Elsa Leverington « Eric L. « Laura Lindner « Lisa &
Tom Linfield « Efrat Livny & Ken Baun « Pete & Jill Lundberg « Ronald S. Luskin & Terry Ruzicka « Lesleigh
Luttrell - Mary & Rich Lynch « Mary & Eileen Maher - Lee Marquardt - Jeanne Marshall - Sarah Marty -
Kathleen Massoth & Bruce Edmonson - Sally & John Mather « Nancy McCartan - Jeannette McDonald -
Kathleen McElroy « Nancy McGill - Clifton Mclntosh « Gene & Sondy McLinn « Janet E. Mertz & Jonathan M.
Kane « Don & Mary Metz - Ruth & Paul Meyer - Stacie & Wally Meyer « Sue Milch & Wilton Sanders « David
Milestone - Jane & Duane Miller - Chuck Mitchell & Sally Weidemann « Renee Moe & Jason Salus « Tamara
Moe - Karen Moeller & Tony Trout - Gregory Monday - Katie Monk - Karen & Allan Moore - Mark & Nancy
Moore « Beth Morgan « Jennifer Morgan « Paul K. Morgan « The Moskoff Family « Alice & William Mowbray «
Tess Mulrooney & Paul Eastwood «Mary Murray « Joyce & Dan Muxfeld « Leah and Gary Narans - Martha
Nawratil  Sharon Nellis « Phyllis & James Nelson « The Nessercliff Family «Christian Neuhaus - Chad & Jolen
Neumann - Tom & Julia Nicholas - Kathie Nichols - Hannah & Deb Nies & Linda Aumann - Laurie Elwell &
Rick Niess « Nimick Forbesway Foundation « Betsy & Doug Nordstrom « John & Jane Norman « Clay
Norrbom « Dan Anderson & Joan Nugent - Casey & Eric Oelkers « Collin Olson « Olson/Wong Family Fund «
Jennifer Ondrejka & Tom Rudy - Gail & Bill O’Neal - Renee Herber & Tamara Packard - Roger & Rusty Palek «
Guila & Jonathan Parker « Pat Parks « Pat Paska « Zorba & Penny* Paster « Allan & Patricia Patek « Alice & Tom
Pedersen - Cliff & Suzanne Perkins « Reynold V. Peterson « Megan Petty « Joan Philip & Dave Boyer « Carol
Philipps & Rod Rynes « Susan & Hans Pigorsch « llona Pinzke « Evan & Jane Pizer - Pam Ploetz « Mary Ann
Polewski « Amber Porter - Mark Porter « Kris & Daniel Powers « Terry & Jean Prahl « Kathleen Quinn « Beth
Racette - Angela Ramey - Rick & Sally Raschick - Susan Rather & Jeffrey Tews « Richard & Donna Reinardy «
Sandi Reinardy & Keith Furman « Linda Reivitz - Mary Rendall - Dean & Therese Richards « Evan & Catherine
Richards « Susan Riseling & Joanne Berg - Jodi Ristau « Sarah Rose « Krista Roys & William Pray « James &
Carol Ruhly « Renee Ryan - Jane Sadusky « Ann & Tim Salutz - Darcie Sanders - Susan & Michael Schall - Carol
Schlein « Lisa Anne Schlenker - Dean* & Orange Schroeder « John Schroeder « David Schultz - Gary &
Barbara Schultz - Christie & Blake Schwank - Aaron Schwartzbord & Michael Weinstein-Reiman - Linda K.
Scott « Diane Seder & Bruce Rosen « Christine Seibert « Eric Selje « Patrick & Marlys Semple « Joe & Mary Ellyn
Sensenbrenner - Erica Serlin & Ken Kushner - Claire Shaffer «Joseph Shapiro - Lynda Sharpe « Ron & Diana
Shaw « V + A Sheldon « Nancy & George Shook « Philip Shultz & Marsha VanDomelen « Judy & Ben Sidran «
Tom & Patti Sinclair « Tim & Pat Size « Bud & Lisa Smith « Maria Speller « Anita Sprenger & Michael Cain -
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP « Sandra & David Stanfield « Sylvia Stein « Laurie Stensland « Drs. Laura & Jason
Stephenson « Prudy Stewart - Vicki & Jerry Stewart - Mary Stoffel & Rich Novotney - Steve & Jacqui Suleski «
Ellen Sullivan « Nancy & Tom Sundal - Janet S. Swain « Susan Sweeney « Eric & Monica Swenson « Julie
Swenson «Jane Taves « Cheri Teal « Ann Thering & David Eide « Bruce Thomadsen & Louise Goldstein « Nicole
Thomas « Scott Thornton « Brad Toberman « Rebecca & John Tradewell - Carol Trapp « Sarah Trapp « Don
Tubesing & Nancy Loving Tubesing « Susan & John Udelhofen « Andrew Ukasick « Peg Unger « Charles
Uphoff « Jim Uphoff & KO « Peter Gray & Jennifer Uphoff Gray - Madeline Uraneck « Benedek Valko -
Vandersnick Family « Frances Vavrus « Ellen Walker « Mary & Terry Warfield « Beth Weber & Duane Beckett «
Erin Wenzel « Susan West « Anne Whisner « Caitlyn & Andy White « Jenny & Nick White « Tripp & Nancy
Widder - Marybeth Wilk & Katherine Brophy - John & Vicki Wilson « Jennifer & Bob Winding - Steven Winton
« Kathryn Wodtke « Susan & Rolf Wulfsberg « James & Nancy Youngerman - Michelle Yun - William Zarwell &
Robin Chapman « Theodora Zehner* « Ledell Zellers & Simon Anderson « Roland Zerofsky « Paul Zillgitt «
Janet Zimmerman - Sandy Zingler « Judith Zwirlein « Anonymous (10)

*Deceased

List in formation. This list reflects gifts through March 28, 2025.
If you have questions, please contact Development Director, Sarah Milestone
by phone at 608-234-5001 or by email at smilestone@forwardtheater.com.
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THANKS TO OUR FRIENDS OF FORWARD THEATER VOLUNTEERS!

Volunteers help Forward Theater by staffing events, helping with mailings and
other office support. If you would like more information, please visit our website at
Forwardtheater.com or contact Company Manager Celia Klehr at 608-234-5001.

FRIENDS OF FORWARD 2025-2026

Tammy Albrecht, Rima Apple, Maytee Aspuro, Carla Di lorio, Mike Di lorio, Casey Garhart,
Lanie Goldsmith, Audra Hoy Chaimson, Katherine Knoepfler, Kathryn Lederhause, Peg
Martin, Molly Maslin, Sue Milch, Karen Moore, Tess Mulrooney, Deb Nies, Hannah Nies,
Tricia Noriega, Dave Pekarek Krohn, Jamie Pekarek Krohn, Barb Sanford, Lynda Sharpe,
Daryl Sherman, Dot Steele, Cheri Teal, Christina Wood

Housing provided by:
Daniel Conley

The Madison Concourse Hotel
Voyageur Stays

Special thanks to:
Joan Herzing, Sharon Losiewicz Kearns, Alex Livingston, Michelle Owczarski,
Julia Steege-Reimann and Kristopher Reimann

This is Curiosity
Exploration
Storytelling

Distillery

This is what we do:
Branding, Digital, Interactive,
Print, Strategy, Environment

608.255.0092
hello@distillerymadison.com
www.distillerymadison.com
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Together, we can achieve great things.

At TruStage”, we believe in making a difference, which drives us to
give back in so many ways. Last year alone, we contributed nearly
$3.5 million to support the communities where we live, work and
serve. TruStage employees raised nearly $539,000 for non-profits
and volunteered more than 8,300 hours of their time. All this, to
help build a brighter tomorrow.

Learn more about how we help create brighter financial futures
for all at www.trustage.com/about-us

TruStage

TruStage™ is the marketing name for TruStage Financial Group, Inc., its subsidiaries
and affiliates. Corporate headquarters are located in Madison, Wis. @ TruStage

CORP-5705193.4-0325-0427
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