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FROM THE D IRECTOR…JAKE PENNER 

There’s a practice in the Tibetan Buddhist tradition called ‘Sand Mandala,’ in which monks 
who’ve trained for years in the art form create intricate geometric patterns representing 
the Universe, or the Enlightened Mind, or Wisdom, or Impermanence by tapping colored 
sand from tiny brass funnels onto a flat surface one single grain at a time. The work takes 
days and is often performed by several monks simultaneously, all laboring in concert, 
each hunched over the chalk outline of the design to come, silent. It’s a breathtaking 
process to watch unfold and absolutely devastating in its final moments when the 
monks, their mandala finally complete, destroy their design in less time than it would 
take to tie a kitchen apron around your waist. The creation of the mandala is meant to 
represent our journey from ignorance to enlightenment; the mandala’s destruction, the 
ultimate impermanence of all things. 

There are no sand mandalas in Clyde’s — no monks, no geometric shapes signifying 
the Eternal. There are instead five formerly incarcerated people toiling together in the 
kitchen of a roadside diner, hunched over their cutting boards making sandwiches for 
truckers. 

But they, like the mandala-shaping monks, understand — some more than others — that 
though the sandwich is impermanent, the energy derived from a sandwich is not. That 
energy will live on in the form of health for the trucker who’s eaten it. The trucker will 
then steer the food shipment to its destination, which will contribute to the livelihoods of 
all those in the supply chain that came before. Which will allow for the farmer who began 
the process to continue farming, thus starting the life-sustaining cycle over again. 

So it had better be a good sandwich. It had better be made with all the love and care 
pertinent to all those innumerable people who will be affected by the creation of that 
sandwich downstream. And these people will of course fail at this, and question its 
validity, and rage against the unknowable orchestrator of their predicament. But they 
will, despite all this, do it anyway. Because they know, in their soul, it’s just what’s to be 
done. 

Like any good spiritual practice. 

FROM THE ARTISTIC D IRECTOR .. . JEN UPHOFF GR AY

Welcome to the second show of Forward’s 15th season, the delicious and devilish Clyde’s 
by the brilliant Lynn Nottage. We are so proud to be bringing you the Wisconsin premiere 
of this play. Clyde’s is right in our sweet spot here at Forward — it’s funny, entertaining 
to watch (c’mon, they’re making all those sandwiches there in front of you!), deeply 
thought-provoking, and a powerful platform for intentional community engagement. 
For many years the Madison area has struggled to improve the level of support for 
formerly incarcerated folks here in our community. We are grateful to be partnering with 
JustDane, a nonprofit making great strides on these issues, and encourage you to get 
to know their work (and to purchase some of their cookies out in the lobby - yum!). This 
is what theater of, by, and for a community should be, and it’s what we aspire to every 
season. Thank you for supporting what we do!
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FROM THE BOARD OF D IRECTORS.. .DAVE CHAIMSON

We are thrilled you’ve joined us for the second of four incredible shows we have for you 
this season!

Clyde’s was written by Lynn Nottage, the only woman who’s twice won the Pulitzer Prize 
for drama (Ruined and Sweat). She’s long been credited with writing plays about complex 
characters and intense relationships that explore social issues in a complicated world.

It’s been our goal at Forward Theater not only to entertain but also to provide profound 
experiences that create opportunities for discussion. And while watching our shows 
provides you with distinctive individual thoughts about what you’re seeing on stage, 
being able to share those with others is what makes live theater so unique. We all see, 
hear, and take away varying perspectives, and through dialogue with others, we realize 
how differently we consume the same things in front of us. 

Even more impressive is your sharing these viewpoints with us every show as we greet 
you in the theater. We love hearing about your relationship with Forward Theater and 
how we can continue to shape and improve what we do for you over the next 15 years. 
Whether you’re a single-ticket buyer or a season subscriber, we appreciate your ongoing 
support of professional theater that challenges us all.

Like the characters in Clyde’s, who have faith in other futures that have been formed and 
nurtured in the most unexpected places, we’re very thankful you’ve put your trust in us 
to bring theater into your lives throughout this season and many more to come.

Thank you again for coming today and supporting us. Please continue to share your love 
of Forward Theater with others you know who will enjoy what we offer our community.
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A CLOSER LOOK…ADVISORY COMPANY MEMBER MIKE FISCHER

American Hunger
People ask me: Why do you write about food, and eating and drinking?  Why don’t you write 
about the struggle for power and security, and about love, the way others do? . . . It seems to 
me that our three basic needs, for food and security and love, are so mixed and mingled and 
entwined that we cannot straightly think of one with the others.  So it happens that when I 
write of hunger, I am really writing about love and the hunger for it, and warmth and the love 
of it and the hunger for it . . . it is all one.
– M.F.K. Fisher, The Gastronomical Me (1943)

Human beings are the only animals that cook. Therefore cooking is one of the things that 
makes us human.  What better way to focus on the human being and its complexity but to 
focus on one of the things that defines us as human?  
– Playwright Richard Nelson, on characters preparing and eating meals in his plays (2016)

Clyde’s – the comedy by two-time Pulitzer-winning playwright Lynn Nottage that you’re 
about to see – unfolds in the kitchen of a truck stop sandwich shop.
  
But don’t let this humble setting – or the ostensibly simple food that’s made there – fool you.
 

FROM THE ADVISORY COMPANY….DEPUT Y JONO DE LEON

Season 15! Part Two! 

Sandwiched seductively center(ish) sits Clyde’s. A play about how food relates to the 
human condition and experience. If Garbologists was about what we throw away and 
who is responsible for removing our waste, Clyde’s is about those in off-the-beaten-path 
places that create amazing food that we tell our friends about and become a travel 
blogger for just so that we can continue to search for that “perfect place”, where the 
fries are crisp, the sandwiches are just right, and the drinks are always your preferred 
temperature. Clyde’s takes a peek behind the kitchen door and shows us the humanity 
behind the people who prepare our food. 

Forward is excited to present this Lynn Nottage play as it was one of the most produced 
plays in 2022. Lynn Nottage is a two-time Pulitzer Prize winner who brings together a 
cast of formerly incarcerated individuals in the back kitchen of Clyde’s, a sandwich shop 
that provides a second chance for these characters and also a way to express their own 
creativity and soul through the art and service of cooking.  We hope to delve deeper 
into the relationships we have with each other, with our pasts, and with the systems that 
influence how we move forward in modern America. The Advisory Company spent an 
entire meeting talking about our relationship to food, working in the food industry, and 
how food brings us together and is a key component in our meetings. 

While we’re talking about food, start thinking now about your perfect sandwich: 
Hot? Cold? Veggie? Meatball?  Is it a meatball sub? It is a question that is asked of our 
characters throughout the play and defines them as individuals. Maybe make plans with 
friends to find that perfect sandwich spot in town (after the show), while you’re there,  
make plans to see our upcoming shows or consider buying tickets for your friends and 
family! 
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A CLOSER LOOK…ADVISORY COMPANY MEMBER MIKE FISCHER cont.

It’s not just that the sandwiches you’ll hear described – including a grilled confection 
featuring blue cheese, spinach, habaneros and candied apples, as well as pulled pork 
with pickled onions and blueberry compote on a soft pretzel roll – are unlike any you’ve 
ever seen or tasted.
 
Or that Montrellous – one of the shop’s employees – is alternately described as the “John 
Coltrane of sandwich making,” a “sensei,” and a “Buddha” who sees a good sandwich as his 
“strength,” his “victory,” and his “freedom.”

For as Montrellous tells his co-workers – every one of them a formerly incarcerated 
person, whose back stories are alternately harrowing, heartbreaking, and inspiring – the 
sandwich isn’t just the “most democratic of all foods,” “a complete meal that you can hold 
between your fingers.” 

As Montrellous points out, creating a sandwich is also an invitation to invention and 
collaboration which says a great deal about our relation to each other and the world. 
Kind of like theater itself.

The Art of Food
Long before the emergence of what we now call dinner theater – or, in the restaurant 
world, celebrity chefs performing the art of cooking in open kitchens – food and 
theater enjoyed an intimate relationship, with each other as well as other art forms 
involving song and dance.  Their fusion was expressed through banquets and masques, 
tournaments and pageants, mystery play cycles and festivals.
  
Food wasn’t an afterthought.  It was integral to representing and expressing our hopes 
and dreams for the way we lived and the world we wanted to build.
 
Perhaps that’s why Nottage’s Sweat (2015) – a play which shares a character with Clyde’s – 
unfolds in a bar.
 
It’s certainly why Nottage’s Crumbs From the Table of Joy (1995) – a play in which some 
characters are so impoverished that they’re starving – imagines a sumptuous banquet, 
even as one character “ravenously bites into [a] sandwich, fighting to force down the 
half-chewed chunks of food” while a second “greedily stuffs” everything from crumbs to 
cabbage into her mouth.
 
The sandwiches dreamed into being in Clyde’s function much like the bountiful banquet 
in Crumbs; in each case, such dreams of plenty offer refuge from a broken and hungry 
world.

The employees in Clyde’s work for a satanic boss who harasses and beats them, belittling 
their dreams and continually reminding them that as convicted criminals they’re lucky to 
even have a job; it’s worth noting here that Wisconsin remains among the overwhelming 
majority of American jurisdictions allowing an employer to not only ask about 
convictions on a job application, but also frequently deny employment on the basis of 
such convictions.
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A CLOSER LOOK…ADVISORY COMPANY MEMBER MIKE FISCHER cont.

Boss Clyde has no use for her employees’ artsy sandwiches; ham-and-cheese on white or 
tuna on rye is good enough for her. She’s about speed rather than process and quantity 
rather than quality.

“Our kitchens and other eating places more and more resemble filling stations,” Wendell 
Berry warns in What Are People For? (1990). Berry continues: “‘Life is not very interesting,’ 
we seem to have decided.  ‘Let its satisfactions be minimal, perfunctory, and fast.’”
 

Slow Food
In what we eat as well as how we watch – at table and in the theater – we increasingly 
turn to instantly gratifying, easily digestible meals, consumed with minimal thought, 
effort, or attention; even as they fill us up, they paradoxically leave us empty and hungry 
(thank you, social media).
  
We’re degrading our experiences.  We’re shortening our lives. We’re failing to take the 
time to truly see and share with each other.
 
Conversely, Clyde’s is a play which Nottage herself described in an interview last year as 
being about “community, healing, creativity, mindfulness and forgiveness” – while living 
in a country which she described in a 2018 interview as having “lost [its] narrative. We 
can’t project our future because we don’t know where we are going.”

Might Montrellous and his coworkers offer us a way forward?
  
Even as Clyde warns her employees that she’ll “make sure you go back to whatever hell 
you came from” if they “disappoint me by having aspirations,” those employees quietly 
persist in their collective quest to make the perfect sandwich, without regard to how 
long that takes or what it might cost.

“My characters are always questioning and challenging the world within which they live,” 
Nottage wrote in a 2004 introduction to a volume of her plays. “They are unsettled souls, 
striving to make sense of their surroundings, and ultimately refusing to surrender to 
expectations.”

Will the characters in Clyde’s be able to hang on and hold out, insisting that they deserve 
more than crumbs from the American dream? Clyde’s will make you hunger for their 
sandwiches. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could actually taste them, as we finally break 
bread together?

– Written in memory of Richard Wright. Chicago, October 5, 2023
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ACCESS IB IL IT Y AT FORWARD THEATER

Forward Theater’s mission is to expand the cultural life for Madison-area audiences, which 
means inviting all of our community in to access and enjoy live, professional theater. 
Forward is proud to provide:

•	 Assistive Listening Devices, which amplify sound through either a receiver and 
headphones, or a T-coil/Induction Loop (for those with compatible hearing aids or 
cochlear implants).  
		  o   Tip: Come early to sit and test your device, and keep your phone  
		        away from the device to avoid interference.

•	 ASL-interpreted performances, offered on the third Saturday matinee of each 
production. Designated seating that offers an unobstructed view of the ASL 
interpreter is available as a ticket option.  

•	 Audio Description - Exact dates TBD. Please contact us if interested.
•	 Large print programs.
•	 Courtesy wheelchairs.
•	 Family Assist/Gender Neutral Restrooms.

You can access these devices and services at the coat check in the Playhouse lobby.

We are continuing to add services to enhance the experience of live theater for guests with 
disabilities, through realistic action steps and authentic relationship building. Would you 
like to utilize or learn more about these services? Have feedback or suggestions? Contact 
us: Audience Services 608-234-5001 x1 | Email: bcollins@forwardtheater.com

L AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Acknowledging Ho-Chunk Nation’s ancestral lands, Forward Theater and Overture Center 
for the Arts celebrate the rich traditions, heritage, and culture that thrived long before 
our arrival. We respectfully recognize this Ho-Chunk land and affirm that we are better 
when we stand together.

We encourage you to visit ho-chunknation.com to learn more.
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F TC ’ S  2023 -2024 SEASON BUDGET

Thank you for purchasing a ticket to this production!
We are grateful to everyone who supports our work through ticket sales and 

other financial gifts.  Key among our founding values is transparency.  To that end, 
we share with you our annual budget, as an organization’s budget is its clearest 

expression of its priorities.  Producing professional theater is not inexpensive, but 
we consider carefully how we spend each dollar.  And we are proud that such a 

significant amount of our spending is done locally, in support of local artists and 
local businesses.  Thank you for your part in making it all possible!

People
Artistic personnel & benefits	 $210,518
  (93 actors, directors, designers)

Production personnel	 $173,890
  (62 crew and technical support)

Staff, benefits, payroll taxes	 $543,659
  (6 full-time, 1 part-time)

Accounting staff & consultants 	 $32,730

Community Connections	 $10,680
  (La Follette HS teaching artists; 	
   EDI & Anti-Racism efforts; other 	
   Outreach Programming)	

Playwright Royalties	 $64,862

Productions
Sets	 $20,500
Costumes	 $8,550
Lighting	 $2,800
Props	 $10,800
Sound	 $270
Playbills	 $9,600
Storage space	 $4,200
Set building space	 $8,944
Miscellaneous	 $10,350
  (scripts, auditions, transportation)

Venue
Theater rental	 $69,656
Rehearsal space rental	 $14,611
Venue equipment rental	 $10,800
Security fees	 $3,520
Box office fees	 $114,399
  (includes sales taxes)

Company Expenses
Artist housing	 $4,350
Hospitality	 $6,015
COVID-19 Safety expenses	 $6,000

Operations
Office space rental	 $45,500
Operational expenses 	 $19,828
  (copier, internet, phone,
   database, supplies)
Insurance	 $15,500
Payroll & Audit services	 $19,700
Banking	 $16,265
  (incl. credit card processing fees)
Organizational memberships 	 $4,620

Marketing/Development
Marketing	 $86,650
  (advertising, graphic design, etc.)
Development/ 
  Donor Engagement	 $50,250

Total 2023-2024 Operating Budget: $1,600,017
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CLYDE’S
by Lynn Nottage

CAST ( IN ORDER OF APPEAR ANCE)

Clyde.......................................................................................................................................... Dana Pellebon
Jason...................................................................................................................................Sean Langenecker
Montrellous.................................................................................................................... Dimonte Henning*
Rafael................................................................................................................. Ronald Román-Meléndez*
Letitia....................................................................................................................................Nadja Simmonds

Place & Time:
Berks County, PA

Understudies:
Laura McMillan, Matt Reines, and D. Eric Woolweber

 *Performers appear courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association,  
the union of professional actors and stage managers in the United States. 

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL 
RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION OR DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS ON ANY MEDIUM, 

INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR’S 
RIGHTS AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW.

ARTIST B IOGR APHIES

Dimonte Henning 
(Montrellous) is 
grateful to be back at 
Forward Theater and be 
a part of Clyde’s. 
Dimonte is an actor, 
director, and theater 

producer and received his formal theater 
training at UW-Milwaukee with additional 
training from Milwaukee Rep’s Emerging 
Professional Residency. He is a Founding 
Member of the Milwaukee Black Theater 
Festival and performing arts organization, 
Lights! Camera! Soul! Some of his favorite 
directing credits include: Dream, Quickie! 
Dream!, Black Nativity, The Niceties, and 
Pretty Fire. Dimonte’s national regional 
theater credits include: Seven Guitars, 
Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park; Toni 

Stone, Alliance Theatre; Stick Fly, Writers 
Theatre; The Island & Deathtrap, Milwaukee 
Chamber Theater; Skeleton Crew, Forward 
Theater Co.; Our Town, A Christmas Carol, & 
Dreamgirls, Milwaukee Repertory Theater; 
The Wiz & The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn, First Stage. Dimonte has several TV 
and commercial credits including: Guest 
starring roles on NBC’s Chicago PD (Seasons 
4&6), Disney’s Encore!, WI Lottery, UBER, 
Inpro Designs, and Harley-Davidson.   

Sean Langenecker 
(Jason) is no stranger 
to the kitchens or 
stages of Madison, but 
Clyde’s marks their first 
time cooking with 
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ARTIST B IOGR APHIES

Forward. Five fave roles: Hedwig in Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch, Madison Performance 
Collective; The Third Man in The Baltimore 
Waltz, Strollers’ Theatre; Glen/da in Attack 
of the Killer B’s, Broom Street Theater; 
Charlie in Scrooge in Rouge, StageQ; Mozart 
in Amadeus, Strollers’ Theatre. They have 
also directed several shows including Men 
on Boats and Ripcord for Strollers’; The 
Birds (with Matt Reines) and The 
Revolutionists for Mercury Players. Their first 
original play, Weak End of the Burnt Piano, 
will premiere next May at Broom Street 
Theater.  

Laura McMillan (Clyde u/s, Letitia u/s) 
is thrilled and honored to be a part of this 
amazing production. Her most notable 
credits include: A Christmas Carol, Children’s 
Theater of Madison; Peter Pan, Children’s 
Theater of Madison; The Revolutionists, 
Mercury Players Theatre; Little Shop of 
Horrors, Edgewood College; Broadway at 
Paliku, Paliku Theater. Laura would like to 
thank her family and friends, especially her 
girlfriend, Cassie, and best friend, Scott, 
who have always given nothing but their 
love and support throughout her career.  

Dana Pellebon (Clyde) 
is grateful for this 
opportunity to be back 
on stage. As Executive 
Director of RCC Sexual 
Violence Resource 
Center and a Dane 

County Board Supervisor, her plate has 
been full but the thought of the perfect 
sandwich of art brought her back to 
performing. Her activism extends to all 
aspects of her life including art. She is a 
theater professional and has directed, 
acted, and produced theatrical works 
locally, regionally, and in New York. She is a 
co-founder of the Loud N Unchained Black 
Theater Festival, a founder of the local 
burlesque scene with Foxy Veronica’s Peach 
Pies, and the principal of the Madison 

Theatre Collective. She is also the Director 
of Theatrical Programming at the 
upcoming Center for Black Excellence and 
Culture. She would like to thank the 
Forward artistic staff for their generosity, 
her co-workers for their flexibility, and her 
family for their undying support.  

Ronald Román-
Meléndez (Rafael) Ron 
is thrilled to be making 
his Forward Theater 
debut! Locally, he was 
seen on stage this 
summer at American 

Players Theatre in its productions of Our 
Town, Merry Wives of Windsor, and Romeo 
and Juliet. Born and raised in Guaynabo, 
Puerto Rico, he has worked nomadically 
across the country since moving away from 
home. Regional Credits include: The River 
Bride, The Rivals, Love’s Labour’s Lost 
(American Players Theatre); The Taming of 
the Shrew, Much Ado About Nothing, 
Equivocation, Sense and Sensibility, and the 
world premiere of Julianne Wick Davis’ 
musical The Willard Suitcases (American 
Shakespeare Center); Villette (Lookingglass 
Theater); Short Shakes! Twelfth Night 
(Chicago Shakespeare Theatre); Calabasas 
Street, A Christmas Carol (Children’s Theatre 
of Madison).Member of Actors’ Equity 
Association, the Union of Professional 
Actors and Stage Managers.

Nadja Simmonds 
(Letitia) is incredibly 
excited to work on this 
delicious production! 
After leaving her 
hometown of 
Cincinnati, Nadja went 

on to receive her theater training at 
Marquette University. Past Forward credits 
include The Nina in Airness, Kat/Amelia 
in Mary Jane and 46 Plays for America’s First 
Ladies. Acting and directing credits include 
Montana Shakespeare in the Parks, Next 
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PRODUCTION ARTIST B IOGR APHIES

Jason Fassl (Lighting Designer) Clyde’s 
marks Jason’s 10th FTC production 
including Heisenberg, Fun Home, Good 
People, and Red. Over the last decade, 
Jason has consumed mass quantities of 
electricity at American Players Theatre, 
Milwaukee Repertory Theater, Milwaukee 
Ballet, First Stage, Skylight Opera Theatre, 
Northern Sky Theater, Milwaukee Chamber 
Theatre, Renaissance Theaterworks, 
Children’s Theater of Madison, Peninsula 
Players, Next Act Theatre, Milwaukee Opera 
Theatre, and many others. Jason is member 
of Scenic Artists Local #829, Milwaukee 
Stage Employees Local #18 and a proud 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin at 
Stevens Point. Portfolio and information at 
www.AntiShadows.com

Abbi Hess (Assistant Stage Manager) is 
grateful to be back for a fourth season with 
Forward Theater Company! Past favorite 
credits include: Bare and The Amish Project 
(Outskirts Theatre Co.); Mamma Mia (Lake 
Country Playhouse); Next to Normal and 
Hamlet: A Cover (Carroll University); 2 Pianos 
4 Hands and The Legend of Georgia McBride 
(Milwaukee Rep); Every Brilliant Thing 
and Imbroglio (Great River Shakespeare 
Festival); Airness and Artemisia (Forward 
Theater). Thank you to friends, family, and 
the companies/SM teams that allow her to 
live this magical, theatrical life!

Joe Cerqua (Composer & Sound 
Designer) is a freelance composer, 
producer, vocalist and sound designer. He 
is thrilled to be the Resident Composer and 
Sound Designer at Forward Theater where 
he has previously composed and designed 
sound for Artemesia, Airness, Feeding 
Beatrice, Russian Troll Farm: A Workplace 
Comedy, The Amateurs, 46 Plays…, 
Lewiston/Clarkston, Lifespan of a Fact, Every 
Brilliant Thing, For Peter Pan, Mary Jane, 
Life Sucks, Skeleton Crew, Marjorie Prime, 
Learning to Stay, Outside Mullingar, 4000 
Miles, Mr. Burns, The Flick, Silent Sky, Vanya 
and Sonia..., The Other Place, From Up Here, 
Or, Red, Sons of the Prophet, Good People, 
44 Plays for 44 Presidents, Love Stories, In the 
Next Room..., Going to St. Ives, Why Torture 
is Wrong..., and The Farnsworth Invention. 
He has composed music and/or designed 
sound for over 300 productions in Chicago, 
nationally, and internationally. Recent 
projects include original music and sound 
design for American Players Theatre, The 
Clarence Brown Theater, and Forward 
Theater. Joe is the Producing Director/
Composer in residence for the Cerqua 
Rivera Dance Theatre, a critically acclaimed 
13-piece jazz orchestra and 10-member 
dance company. He is the Creative Director 
and Producer for the Music Department at 
Columbia College Chicago.   

ARTIST B IOGR APHIES

Act Theatre, Cincinnati Playhouse, 
Florentine Opera Company, Milwaukee 
Rep, Northern Sky Theater, Milwaukee 
Chamber Theatre, First Stage, Northern Sky 
Theatre, CATCO, and Children’s Theater of 
Madison. Film: Pretty Pickle. Nadja is a 
proud member of Forward’s Advisory 
Company and Literary Committee. You can 
catch her next in The Lightning Thief at First 
Stage, and directing Bronzeville 

Bohème with Florentine Opera. Lots of love 
goes to her family and those continuously 
fighting for justice and equality. Black Lives 
Matter. www.nadjasimmonds.com
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like to extend a hearty THANK YOU to 
everyone who continues to support the 
arts throughout this pandemic!   

Sarah Nicholson (Stage Manager) is 
delighted to join the team here at Forward! 
She spent her summer just down the road 
stage managing Once Upon a Bridge and 
Mala at American Players Theatre. Other 
credits include productions with Asolo Rep, 
Shakespeare & Company, Arts Center of 
Coastal Carolina, Orlando REP, and Orlando 
Shakes, as well as work with Disney Live 
Entertainment at Walt Disney World. She 
is a proud graduate of the University of 
Central Florida, where she earned her BFA 
in Stage Management.   

Pamela Miles (Props Master) is delighted 
to return to Forward for her eleventh 
season. She is so proud to be a part of 
this generous and courageous company. 
Pamela lives in Spring Green, WI where 
she has worked in the paint shop at 
American Players Theatre for fifteen 
seasons. Some other regional theaters she 
has painted for include: Arizona Broadway 
Theatre, Children’s Theater of Madison, 
Madison Ballet (Dracula: A Rock Ballet) 
and Madison Opera (She Loves Me, Tahiti/
Sins). She completed her first outdoor 
mural in Spring Green during the summer 
of 2021 on the side of the Slowpoke 
Lounge & Cabaret. Pamela has previously 
performed the role of Props Master for 
the Black Theatre Troupe in Phoenix, AZ 
and for American Players Theatre’s 2016 
production of Mary’s Wedding. She would 
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Shakespeare Festival, the Florentine 
Opera, and 4 summers at American Players 
Theatre. Upcoming designs: The Mousetrap 
at Next Act, The Wolves at Renaissance, and 
Xanadu at Skylight. Jason currently resides 
in Milwaukee with his husband Brick, 
where he is Assistant Professor of Costume 
Design at UW-Milwaukee.  
www.jasonorlenko.com   

Jake Penner (Director) is a Los Angeles-
based director and arts administrator 
and former member of Forward Theater 
Company’s Advisory Company. Recent 
credits include: Anton’s Shorts (American 
Players Theatre); Heathers: The Musical 
(University Theatre, UW-Madison); 
Clarkston, Skeleton Crew (Forward Theater 
Company); The Taming (Edgewood 
College); Carrie, The Musical (Capital 
City Theatre); The Light (PBS-Wisconsin, 
Chicago/Midwest Emmy® Award win). Jake 
is a former Artistic Associate at American 
Players Theatre. Thanks as always to 
Jen Uphoff Gray and the whole team at 
Forward Theater. For Madison. 

Keith Pitts (Scenic Designer) Keith Pitts’ 
relationship with Forward Theater began 
in 2013 when he designed his first show, 
Good People. Fast-forward to today, he 
finds himself back in Madison at Forward 
Theater designing for the sixth time; he is 
thrilled to be collaborating with so many 
familiar artists. Keith is deeply grateful to 
all those who have supported his growth 
as an artist through opportunities and 
collaborations over the years. Currently 
residing in Kalamazoo, MI, with his family, 
Keith wears multiple hats. He is a dedicated 
educator in the Art and Education 
departments at Western Michigan 
University. In parallel, Keith is pursuing his 
Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction, with 
a research focus on the intersection of 
creativity and pedagogy. This commitment 
to academic growth is augmented by 

Lynn Nottage (Playwright) is a playwright 
and a screenwriter, and the first woman 
in history to win two Pulitzer Prizes for 
Drama. Her plays have been produced 
widely in the United States and throughout 
the world. Recent work includes the book 
for MJ the Musical (Broadway); the libretto 
for the Intimate Apparel Opera (LCT); Clyde’s 
(Broadway, 2ST, Goodman Theatre); and 
co-curating the performance installation 
The Watering Hole (Signature Theatre). Past 
work includes Sweat, Ruined, the book 
for The Secret Life of Bees; Mlima’s Tale; By 
the Way, Meet Vera Stark; Intimate Apparel; 
Fabulation, or the Re-Education of Undine; 
Crumbs from the Table of Joy; Las Meninas; 
Mud, River, Stone; Por’knockers; and POOF!. 
She has also developed This is Reading, 
a performance installation in Reading, 
Pennsylvania. Ms. Nottage is a member of 
the Theater Hall of Fame, and the recipient 
of a MacArthur “Genius Grant” Fellowship 
(among other awards). She is also an 
Associate Professor at Columbia University 
School of the Arts and is a member of the 
Dramatists Guild. www.lynnnottage.net
 

Jason Orlenko 
(Costume Designer) is 
delighted to return to 
Forward where he has 
previously designed 
Mom, How Did You Meet 
the Beatles? A 

Milwaukee based designer, his work there 
includes Mamma Mia, Noises Off, Newsies, 
Kiss Me Kate at Skylight Music Theatre; 
Beehive, My Way, The All Night Strut, 
Souvenir at the Milwaukee Rep; Cost of 
Living, Photograph 51, The Violet Hour for 
Renaissance Theaterworks. Additional 
design work includes Utah Festival Opera & 
Musical Theatre, Next Act Theatre, First 
Stage, Rep of St. Louis, Milwaukee 
Chamber, Milwaukee Opera Theatre, In 
Tandem Theatre, Cardinal Stage. Other 
credits include the Hangar Theatre, Illinois 
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Madison Opera (M. Carp/ATD), Madison 
Ballet (Carp), Four Seasons (TD), FTC (M. 
Carp). My dark years was Arizona Broadway 
Theater (TD and Shop Supervisor). 
Other Credits: St. Louis City Museum 
(Welder/Sculptor); St. Louis Shakespeare 
Company (Scenic Charge Artist); St. Louis 
Black Repertory, and The MUNY. Was a 
Former Member of IASTE B-2 and has 
been overhire for Local 251 and 6. Some 
fun Backstage Roles: Snoring Drunk: Or; 
Thief: Diary of Anne Frank; Bus Boy: Fully 
Committed. Work Hard and Play Hard. 
Thanks to all for supporting the Arts. 65.

his continued engagement in an active 
studio art practice. Keith is an alumnus of 
two respected institutions, Northwestern 
University and the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.
   
Kevin Zimmer (Technical Director) is 
a Master Craftsperson/Scenic Engineer 
who has worked with Forward since 2009 
season and a Core Tech Member at APT 
since 2010 as Scene Shop Supervisor. 
Madison Credits: Madison Repertory 
Theater and Children’s Theater of Madison 
(Master Carpenter and Deck Chief ), 
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CORPOR ATION, FOUNDATION AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

Thank you for your commitment to bringing exceptional professional theater  
to Madison area audiences.

The Great Performance Fund for Theater, 
a component fund of the Madison Community Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Madison Gas & Electric
The Shubert Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
American Family Insurance 
Evjue Foundation
Findorff
Wisconsin Arts Board 

$5,000 - $9,999
Custer Burish Financial Group
Dewitt LLC 
Madison Community 

Foundation
Marriott Daughters 

Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999
Stafford Rosenbaum 

Attorneys
Lake Ridge Bank

$1,000 - $2,499
The Cap Times
Dane Arts
First Business Bank
Numbers 4 Nonprofits
University Research Park 

FORWARD THEATER ’S  ANNUAL FUND 

In a typical year, ticket revenue covers only 50% of the full cost of presenting live theater. 
Annual fund donors bridge the gap and enable Forward Theater to provide exceptional 
theater experiences for area audiences and give professional actors, designers, writers, 
and directors an artistic home. 

As we celebrate our 15th Season we are so grateful to all who make Forward Theater 
possible. Our community partnerships, innovative programming and artistic quality 
would not happen without the support from our generous donors. Whether you have 
made a first-time gift or you have faithfully supported Forward Theater throughout the 
years, you are part of our theater community and Forward’s history. Thank you. 

We are pleased to recognize contributions to the annual fund received between October 
1, 2022 – October 12, 2023. If you notice any errors in acknowledgement or have 
questions about donation options, please contact Sarah Milestone at 608-234-5001 or 
smilestone@ forwardtheater.com. To make a tax-deductible donation to Forward Theater 
online or learn about donor benefits, visit our website at forwardtheater.com. To mail in a 
contribution, please use the following address: Forward Theater, P.O. Box 14574, Madison, 
WI 53708.

M ATCHING GIF T ORGANIZATIONS

Alliant Energy Foundation
American Family Insurance

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
First Weber Realtors

Google

HTFL Bank 
IBM

The Walt Disney Company
US Bank
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LEAD PRODUCERS $25,000+
Nancy Ciezki & Diane Kostecke

Lawrence & Julie Midtbo

PRODUCERS ($10,000 - $24,999)
Maurice & Sybil Better

Patricia Hanson & Terri Bleck
Katie Dowling-Marcus & Ben Marcus

Joe & Mary Ellyn Sensenbrenner
Steve & Jacqui Suleski

Janet Zimmerman

DIRECTORS CIRCLE  
($2,500 - $9,999)

Rozan & Brian Anderson
Merry Anderson
Richard & Janneke Baske
Beth Bovis & David Feldstein
Jane Coleman
Tim Crisp & Laura O’Brien 
Jim & Jessica Doyle
W. Jerome Frautschi
Jon & Brenda Furlow
Dolores & Paul Gohdes
Kathleen Harker 
Roth & Lynne Judd
Rachel & Josh Krause
Leo Kropywiansky
Nancy Leff & KC Lerner
Efrat Livny & Ken Baun
Karen & Allan Moore
Kathie Nichols 
Pleasant Rowland
Terry & Jean Prahl
Susan A. Riedel
Elaine Rosenblatt
John & Mary Schroeder
Jane Taves
Don Tubesing &  

Nancy Loving Tubesing
Anonymous (2)

FORWARD LEADERS 
($1,000 - $2,499)

Dean & Nancy Baumgardner
Norm & Barbara Berven
Anna Biermeier &  

Roger Hanson
Diane Bless
Russell Cannon
Dave & Audra Chaimson
Janet & Mark Clear
Cynthia DiCamelli
Kim & Bill Donovan

Susan Dopp & Ron Biendseil
Theresa Drinka
Barb Rex & Jim Eggler
Ed Feige & Elizabeth Palay
Mike Fischer & Elaine Griffin
Susan French & Brian Driscoll
Roberta Gassman &  

Lester Pines
Thomas & Joanne Gobel
Peter Tropman &  

Virginia Graves
Betty & Walter Gray
Dianne Greenley
Connie & Wayne Grogan
JoAnn Gruber-Hagen &  

Doug Hagen
Peggy Hedberg
Bob Hodgson & Dot Steele
William & Anne Hunnex
Fritz Kruger & Kathy Lawler
Tim Lardinois
Jennifer & James Lattis
Roger & Sheryl Lepage
Laura Lindner
Susan & Jonathan Lipp
Lovers of the Arts
Pete & Jill Lundberg
Ronald S. Luskin &  

Terry Ruzicka
Sally & John Mather
Mary Jo & Guy McDonald
Kathleen McElroy
Nancy McGill
Tim Metcalfe
Don & Mary Metz
Joyce & Dan Muxfeld
Tom & Julia Nicholas
John & Jane Norman
Marilyn Oberst
Pamela Oliver & John Lemke

Clark Johnson &  
Martha Pernokas

Judith Pierotti 
Pam Ploetz
Sandi Reinardy &  

Keith Furman
Linda Reivitz
Tom Reps & Fran Wong
Ann Rifenberg
Bing & DeeDee Rikkers
Susan & Michael Schall
Dean & Orange Schroeder
Howard & Diane Schuck
Lynda Sharpe
Joe Silverberg
Tim & Pat Size
Drs. Laura &  

Jason Stephenson
Barbara Tesch &  

Michael Szulczewski
Peter Gray &  

Jennifer Uphoff Gray
Lee & Mary Waldhart
Peter & Alice Waldron
Cathy & Ted Waskowski
Jennifer & Bob Winding
Susan Young
Ledell Zellers &  

Simon Anderson
Susan & Jim Zerwick
Judith Zwirlein
Anonymous

FORWARD FRIENDS 
($500 - $999) 

Peggy Anderson
Jim & Marilou Angevine
Barbara J. Arnold
Jean M. Bahr
Linda Baldwin O’Hern &  

Vince O’Hern
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MAKE AN ENDURING 
INVESTMENT IN PROFESSIONAL 
THEATER IN MADISON

MAKE AN ENDURING INVESTMENT IN PROFESSIONAL THEATER IN MADISON
Please consider including Forward Theater Company in your will or estate plan to 
leave a legacy of professional theater for the Madison community and its artists. 
LEARN MORE by clicking SUPPORT at forwardtheater.com.

Forward Theater Company, P.O. Box 14574, Madison, WI 53708, Tax ID #: 26-4576271.
THANK YOU!

Naming Forward Theater in your estate plans is a great way to provide lasting 
support beyond your lifetime. Your legacy will live on through the lives and stories 
touched by professional theater in Madison.

If you have named Forward Theater as a beneficiary in your will or estate plan, or if 
this is something you would like to consider, we would welcome the opportunity to 
talk with you about what you’d like to achieve with your gift – the legacy you’d like 
to leave for audiences, artists, and our community for generations to come. Please 
contact Sarah Milestone at 608-234-5001 or smilestone@forwardtheater.com for 
more information.

MEMBERS OF THE LINDA GARRITY LEGACY GUILD
Anonymous

Terri Bleck and Patricia Hanson
Michael Bridgeman

Kleo Baruth Kritz and Thomas Hurst
Efrat Livny

Kathleen McElroy and David Newby
Kathie Nichols

Orange and Dean Schroeder
Jane Taves

ANNUAL FUND CONT.

Larry Bechler 
Marshall & Wendy Beck
Donna & George Beestman
Ellen & Tim Bell 
Carla Draper & Peg Carlson
Sandy Carlson
Fred & Wendy Coleman
Janet & David Daniel
Walter & Londa Dewey
Carla & Michael DiIorio
Annen Family
Susan & Joe Drennan
Susanne & Randy Dunham
Kathleen Massoth & 

Bruce Edmonson
Oliver Eng

Adam Erdmann & 
Shawn Langel

Lari & Paul Fanlund
Jim & Evey Fleming
Paul Gibler & Tom DeChant
Nancy & Peter Gunder
Larry Hamlin
Rachel & Gil Hillman
Grace Homb
Monica Jaehnig 
Jerome & DeeDee Jones
Rosemary & Lee Jones
Suzanne & Steve Kilkus
John Kingsbury
Laurel Kinosian
Birke Knipping & Ryan Parks

Steve & Lorene Kowalsky
Richard & Meg LaBrie
Diane R. Lauver
David Lawver
Victor & Judy Levine
Janet & Jay Loewi
Lee Marquardt
Dan & Mari McCarty
Ron Mensink
LuAnn & Joe Meyers
Sarah Milestone
Tamara Moe
Binit Mohanty & Amy Lenard
Mark & Nancy Moore
David Myers
Chad & Jolen Neumann
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Leroy & Maria Parks
Reynold V. Peterson
Pigorsch Media Design
Amber Porter
Evan & Catherine Richards
Jim & Michele Rohan
Ann & Tim Salutz
Bela & Ruth Sandor
Linda & John Schilling
Willa Schlecht 
Nancy & George Shook
Joseph Shumow
Dan & Marcia Smith
Jayne Squirrell
Joe & Phyllis Stertz
Tony Stretton & Philippa Claude 
Susan Sweeney
Louise Goldstein &  

Bruce Thomadsen
Anonymous (2)

BENEFACTORS ($250 - $499) 
Hildegard & Julius Adler
Beth Ament & Steve Pudloski
Marge & Bruce Anderson
Rima & Michael Apple
Dr. Joe & Kate Arena
George Austin &  

Martha Vukelich-Austin
Rose Barroilhet
Cindy & Orion Bawdon

Bennett Berson & 
Rebecca Holmes

Terry Bloom
Mary Lou Brown
Linda & Keith Clifford
Carol Cohen
Louis Cornelius & Pris Boroniec
Romeo Dais
Nancy Daly
Kathy & Dennis Dorn
Ray Aldag & Deb Douglas
Jean Druckenmiller
Deidre Dunn
Victoria & Tim Enright
Clayton & Belle Frink
Caroline Garber
Mary Klink & Jim Giesen
Robert & Georgia Graves
Michael Haeft & Martha Schwer
Jane Hamblen &  

Robert Lemanske
Mary Hampton
Eileen Hanneman
Tom & Margaret Henzler
Jim & Kathy Herman
Honorable Paul B. 

Higginbotham (Ret.) 
& Tina Maroni

Betsi Hill
Bob Hoffman
Ed Hughes

Margaret & Paul Irwin
Scott Johnson
Richard Jordan
Deb Jurmu
Joan Karan
Pamela & John Kitslaar
Milka & Ivan Knezevic
Hallie Kuenning
Steve & Susan LaBelle
Lesleigh Luttrell
Rabbis Bonnie Margulis & 

Jonathan Biatch
Mike & June McCowin
Marylynne Mehl
Jennifer Morgan
Leah Narans
Julie Ottum & David Runstrom
Paula and Russell Panczenko
Beth & Peter Rahko
Richard & Donna Reinardy
James & Suzanne Scheuerman
Marcia Schmidt
David & JoAnn Schoengold
Claire Shaffer
David & Margaret Sharpe
Sonjia Short & Michael Croft
Maureen Skelton
Jennifer A. Younger
Gabor Kemeny & Kathy Speck
Marjorie Stewart
Elaine B. Strassburg

IN MEMORY of Dr. Robert Dott
	 George Affeldt

IN MEMORY of Suzy Griffiths
	 Colleen McCabe

IN MEMORY of Charles Hill
	 Betsi Hill

IN MEMORY OF Judy Klehr
	 Philippa Claude &  
	 Tony Stretton 
	 Scott Thornton

IN MEMORY of Bill Owen
	 Kathleen McElroy

IN MEMORY of Dan Pierotti
	 Judith Pierotti 	

IN MEMORY of my mother Geraldine Schlecht
	 Willa Schlecht

IN MEMORY OF Patricia Struck
	 Larry Bechler

IN MEMORY of Louise Joan Backer Uphoff
	 Jo Laird
	 Charles Uphoff

IN MEMORY of Erik O. Wright
	 Marcia Wright

IN MEMORY of Theodora Zehner 
	 Kathleen Harker 
	 Kathie Nichols
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Arlene & John Strikwerda
Marcia & Richard Taugher
Cheri Teal
Peter Uttech
Marybeth Wilk & 

Katherine Brophy
Barbra Winter
Susan & Rolf Wulfsberg
William Zarwell & 

Robin Chapman
Theodora Zehner

PATRONS ($100 - $249) 
Sharon Abrams
Betsy Abramson & 

David Seligman
Nancy Amacher
Anne S. Arnesen
Nancy and Steve Arnold
Lisa Avgerinos
Cynthia Baubie
David & Connie Beam

Beth Weber & Duane Beckett
Thomas W. Benson
Richard & Luise Beringer
Jan Blakeslee
Catherine Bloomer
Daniel & Joyce Bromley
David & Claudia Brown
Jim & Stephanie Buske
Anna J. Campbell
Carol & John Cantwell
Katherine Charlton
Mo & Melissa Cheeks
Lynn & Dennis Christensen
Barbara Clapp
Edward G Clarke
David & Wendy Coe 

Charitable Trust
Betty Cohen
Mike & Cindy Collins
Shannon Coltrane
Margaret Corbae

Wade DallaGrana & 
Chris Antonuzzo

Dan & Barb Danahy
Betsy Curtis D’Angelo
CMMD
Peg & Tom Zanzig
Richard & Avis Davis
Geke De Vries
Sarah Deming-Henes
Melinda Dorris
Jane Doughty & David Wood
Robin Downs
Eve Drury & Peter Beatty
Richard & Doris Dubielzig
Vicki Duhr & Felix Schultz
Fred Edelman
Jane Elder & Bill Davis
Phyllis Ermer
Jean Espenshade
Kristine Euclide & Doug Steege
David Falk & Jo Anne Robbins
Ted Finman & Jean Azemove

IN HONOR
IN HONOR OF George and Dawn Crisp
	 Tim Crisp & Laura O’Brien

IN HONOR of Sarah Day
	 Monica Jaehnig

IN HONOR of Don and Barb Dinsmore
	 Donalea Dinsmore

IN HONOR of Linda Dunakin
	 Marjorie Sutton

IN HONOR of the consistent,  
	 enthusiastic, and ongoing support  
	 for Forward Theater Co. that Chuck  
	 Ford has shown over the years.  
	 Hats off, Chuck!

   	
IN HONOR OF THE FORWARD THEATER 
STAFF 
	 Rabbi Bonnie Margulis &  
	 Rabbi Jonathan Biatch

IN HONOR of Frances R Goldstein
	 Louise Goldstein &  
	 Bruce Thomadsen

IN HONOR of Kathy Harker
	 Pam Ploetz

IN HONOR of Jean Holliday Huxmann 
	 Jean & Steven Huxmann 

IN HONOR of Miranda Jones 
	 James & Nancy Youngerman

IN HONOR of Suzanne Kilkus, Happy 
Birthday!
	 Suzanne & Steve Kilkus 

IN HONOR of Celia Klehr
	 David Ronis

IN HONOR of Gary Lyons
	 Jayne Squirrell

IN HONOR of Julie Swenson
	 Ellen & Tim Bell

IN HONOR of the wonderful…
	 Pete & Jill Lundberg
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David Flores
Sandra & William Frazee
Jacki & Milt Friend
Kay Gabriel & Fiona McTavish
Mark John Gams
Peter Gascoyne & 

Claudia English
Terry Gibson
Jane Grogan & Bob Blitzke
Ann & Terry Haden
Harry & Lynn Halme
Maria Hanson
John Hayward & Susan Roehlk
John & Sarah Helgeson
Ann Jablonski
Mike Davis & Julann Jatczak
Doug & Kathy Johnson
Ed Jordan and Melissa Coons
Martin & Rita Kades
Jean Kasten
Dan & Leslie Kemp
Irish Hollow
Connie Kilmark
Rochelle Klaskin & Chris Eggers
Carol Klukaczewski
Larry M. Kneeland
Joyce Knutson
Penny & Jerry Koerner
Andrew Krikelas
James Krikelas
Terry & Jean Kringle
Kathy Kuntz & Henry Huemmer
Richard & Judy Kvalheim
Madeline & Barry Light
Diane & Bill Littman
Sally Lorenz
Joe Lowndes
Paul & Linda Ludden
Mary & Eileen Maher
Tyler Marchant
Douglas & Joan Maynard
Mary Ann McBride
Nancy McCartan
Chandler L McKelvey
Gene & Sondy McLinn
Linda Cohn and Gary Miller
Gene & Marjorie Miller
Rolf & Judith Mjaanes
Kitty Moore
Paul & Marjorie Morgan
Patricia Ann Mullins
John Nelson
Laurie Elwell & Rick Niess
Amy & Bruce Noble
Dan O’Brien
Gail O’Neal
Bonnie Orvick
Ann Ostrom
Jennifer Parker
Pat Parks

Pamela E. Percy
Jarek Petras
Tim & Tammy Peyton
Dian & Jerald Polly
Kris & Daniel Powers
Sandra & Chris Queram
Mary & Ken Quinn
Rick & Sally Raschick
Kathleen Rasmussen
Sherry Reames
Voula Kodoyianni & Tom Record
Gregory Reed
Anne & Buck Rhyme
Kathryn Richardson
Alexandria Roe
Sarah Rose
Sarah E. Ross
Mary Rowin
Robert & Nancy Rudd
Jennifer Ondrejka & Tom Rudy
Ms. Barbara Ryan
Sue Milch & Wilton Sanders
Beth B and Steve Schaffer
John & Sarah Schaffer
Renae & Todd Donkle
Linda Scott
Christie Seibert
Patrick & Marlys Semple
Carolyn Senty
Virginia A. Shannon
V + A Sheldon
John Sheski & Cathy Donaldson
Carolin Showers
Judy Sikora & Steve Siehr
Ina & Ted Smolker
Debra Snyder
Nancy & Bill Horns
Anne Spurgeon & David Woods
David Stone
Peg Rasch & Dave Stute
Georgie & Jerry Suttin
Marjorie Sutton
Janet S Swain
Mark Sweet
Paul Tanzer
Mindy Taranto & Ken Mericle
Peter & Ruth Taylor
Gerald & Priscilla Thain
Don & Joanna Thompson
Rebecca & John Tradewell
Pat Tully
Peg Unger
Jim Uphoff & KO
Madeline Uraneck
Usman Law
Andree Valley
Teri Venker
Michael Verveer
Judy Von Bergen
Ann Wallace

Kathleen Wannemuehler
Nancy Webb
Deborah K Weber
Mary Weber
Hank & Judith Whipple
Meg Wise & David Tenenbaum
George & Sandra Wysock
James & Nancy Youngerman
Anonymous (2)

FRIENDS ($25 - $99) 
George Affeldt
Tamara and Gary Albrecht
Helene Androski & Larry Gray
Rita Applebaum
Craig & Ann Aswegan
Kristine & Tom Bauer
Deborah & Donald Beduhn
Sandra Belozercovsky
Sandra Benz
Lisa Bolduc
Diane & Rick Broughman
Susan Bruckman
Catherine Buege
Barbara Buenger
Dick & Ann Burgess
Joanne Chalhoub
Lauren Cnare & Ralph Russo
Jane Crandall
Helena Campbell
Nick Curran
Jinx Davis
Marilyn Dreger
Sally Drew
Diana DuPont
Nancy Feingold & Doug Green
David & Maureen Flanagan
Linda Fortunato
Evelyn Fox
Russell & Suzanne Gardner
Jan Garske
Janice Gehrke
David Griffeath & Cathy Loeb
Lois Harr
Francine Hilgenberg
Susan Holec
Christopher Holland
Judy Howard & Amy Scarr
Joan Jacobsen & Julie 

Woodward
Nona Hill & Clark Johnson
Stan & Leann Johnson
Laurie Mayberry & 

Lars Jorgensen
Marilyn Kay
Demaris and Gontran Kenwood
Gregg Kissel & Jean Bae
Alan & Linda Knox
Lynne Krainer
Ms. Marilyn Krump
Merilyn Kupferberg
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Larry LaMar & Mary 
Struckmeyer

Jan & Bob Langdon
Alison Lebwohl
Keysha Mabra
Jean MacCubbin & Alan Seeger
Mary Malaney
Peter & Marjorie Marion
Carol McCarthy
Ed Meachen &  

Francine Tompkins
Janet Mertz & Jonathan Kane
Amy Miller
Phyllis Nelson
Al & Aileen Nettleton
John Nicol
Beverly Nilles
William O’Connor & Krista Roys
Shawn Padley
Juliet Page
Gretchen Patey

Alice Pedersen
Cliff & Suzanne Perkins
Debi Peters
Eric Peterson
Barb & Mike Pratzel
Beth Racette
Peter & Carrie Ritz
Susan Rogers
Marlene Ross
Tom Royston
Diane Samdahl
Lisa Saywell & Judith Houck
Sarellen Schuh
Kathryn Lederhause & 

Daryl Sherman
Debra Simon
Meg Skinner
Susan Smetzer-Anderson
Stephanie Sorenson
Susan Sowatzke
Susan Sprague

Howard Steinberg & 
Barbara Andrews

Stephanie Stender
David & Luanne Storley
Jodi Streicher
Nancy and Tom Sundal
Julie Swenson
Myron & Margaret Talcott
Dorothea Torstenson
Angela Tullar
Paul & Emily Tveite
Charles Uphoff
Elizabeth Von Iderstein
Sara Ward-Cassady
Karen Weatherwax
Chuck Mitchell &  

Sally Weidemann
Peter Weiler
Liz Whitesel
Eve Wilkie & James Clum
Anonymous (4)

As we celebrate our 15th season, we would like to recognize  
the following individuals who have supported Forward Theater  
for the last ten years or more. Thank you!
Hildegard & Julius Adler
Jim & Marilou Angevine
Rima & Michael Apple
Jean M. Bahr
Richard & Janneke Baske
Dean & Nancy Baumgardner
Donna & George Beestman
Anna Biermeier & Roger Hanson
Beth Bovis & David Feldstein
Jim & Stephanie Buske
Nancy Ciezki & Diane Kostecke
Linda & Keith Clifford
Carol Cohen
Jane Coleman
Betsy Curtis D’Angelo
Walter & Londa Dewey
Carla & Michael DiIorio
Kim & Bill Donovan
Susan & Joe Drennan
Allan, Felix & Vicki Duhr
Deidre Dunn
Charles N. Ford &  

Sharon L. James
W. Jerome Frautschi
Jan Garske
Thomas & Joanne Gobel
Betty & Walter Gray
Peter Gray & Jen Uphoff Gray 
Dianne Greenley
Jane Grogan & Bob Blitzke
JoAnn Gruber-Hagen &  

Doug Hagen

Eileen Hanneman
Roger Hanson
Kathleen Harker
Tom & Margaret Henzler
Hickory Hurie
Thomas Hurst &  

Kleo Baruth Kritz
James Krikelas
Larry LaMar &  

Mary Struckmeyer
Tim Lardinois
Susan & Jonathan Lipp
Diane & Bill Littman
Pete & Jill Lundberg
Rabbi Bonnie Margulis & Rabbi
Dan & Mari McCarty
Don & Mary Metz
LuAnn & Joe Meyers
Karen & Allan Moore
Tess Mulrooney
Joyce & Dan Muxfeld
Kathie Nichols
Pamela Oliver & John Lemke
Bonnie Orvick
Reynold V. Peterson
Tim & Tammy Peyton
Judith Pierotti
Sharon & Ken Poniewaz
Terry & Jean Prahl
Sherry Reames
Anne & Buck Rhyme

DeeDee & Bing Rikkers
Susan Rogers
Steven & Lennie Saffian
Lennie Saffian
Susan & Michael Schall
Linda & John Schilling
Howard & Diane Schuck
Patrick & Marlys Semple
David & Margaret Sharpe
Lynda Sharpe
Sonjia Short & Michael Croft
Philip Shultz &  

Marsha VanDomelen
Joe Silverberg
Suzannah Sisler
Tim & Pat Size
Anita C. Sprenger &  

Michael Cain
Jayne Squirrell
Joe & Phyllis Stertz
Prudence Stewart &  

Terry Bloom
Jane Taves
Jane Villa
Peter & Alice Waldron
Kate Walker
Fran Wong & Tom Reps
Theodora Zehner
Ledell Zellers & Simon Anderson
Janet Zimmerman
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THANKS TO OUR FR IENDS OF FORWARD THEATER VOLUNTEERS!

Volunteers help Forward Theater by staffing events, helping with mailings and other office support. 
If you would like more information, please visit our website at Forwardtheater.com or contact 

Company Manager Celia Klehr at 608-234-5001.

2023-2024 Volunteers:

Housing provided by:

Tammy Albrecht
Rima Apple 

Michele Brucker
Audra Chaimson

Pamela Crapp
Carla Di Iorio

Michael Di Iorio
Dennis Dorn

Dolores Gohdes

Paul Gohdes
Kathleen Harker

Kathryn Lederhause
Mary Metz
Sue Milch

Tess Mulrooney
Margaret S. Murphy

Kathie Nichols
Deb Nies

Hannah Nies

Michelle Pribyl
Barb Sandford

Frank Schneeberger
Lynda Sharpe

Daryl Sherman
Dot Steele
Cheri Teal

Beth Whittemore
Christina Wood

APT Apartments 
Deb Jenson 
Kris Knight

Tim Lardinois
Amy Quan Barry

Anne and Buck Rhymes

Nancy and George Shook
Julie Swenson
Scott Thornton

Voyager Extended Stay
Samuel White

SPECIAL THANKS

Jennifer Fischer
Leo Kropywiansky

Nathan Mergen

Joan Herzing
Julia Steege Reimann

COLLEEN BURNS MEMORIAL FUND 2023 -2024 HONOREE

The inimitable Colleen Burns, a professional actress for more than 30 years, was instrumental in 
the creation of Forward Theater Company in 2009. Colleen’s enormous talent, her laughter, her 
dedication to her art, and her long friendships with her professional colleagues will be the legacy 
that lives on in all our hearts. Proceeds from this fund underwrite the salary for one actress per 
season as a tribute to Colleen, who brought so much joy to Madison audiences.

This season, Dana Pellebon (Clyde in Clyde’s), is the fund’s honoree. This is 
Dana’s first mainstage production at Forward. 

To make your own contribution to continue to celebrate Colleen’s 
legacy, please contact Sarah Milestone at 608-234-5001 or smilestone@ 
forwardtheater.com, or make an online donation and note “Colleen Burns 
Memorial Fund” in the comment section.

The Forward Theater Opening Night Party is generously provided by 107 State.
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Your community  
energy company is  
proud to support  
Forward Theater 

Company.

Play a role in our 
shared energy future.  
Get energy-saving tips  
and more at mge.com.


